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es SAE is a 501(c)(3) non- 


South American Explorers 


“SEAR organization 
clubhouses in Cuse 
Lima, Peru and Quit 
Ecuador, and U.S. h 
ters in Ithaca, New Y 
collects and makes ava 
its members up-to-date, 
reliable information about 
Central and South America. 
Membership is US $50 ($75 
couple) per year, Residents 
outside the U.S. add US $10 
(US $7 for Canada) for 
postage. Those wishing to sign 
up in the United Kingdom can 
join through Bradt Publica- 
tions (Please allow 4-6 weeks 
to receive membership cards), 
41 Nortoft Road, Chalfont St. 
Peter, Bucks SL9 OLA, U.K. 


Aims and Purposes: 
SAE is dedicated to: 

¢ Furthering the exchange of 
information among 
travelers and researchers. 

* Promoting responsible travel 
through publication of 
pamphlets, information 
packets, the Internet, and 
its magazine, the South 
American Explorer. 

* Publicizing projects aimed at 
improving social and 
environmental conditions 
in Latin America and 
collecting funds for their 
activities. 

¢ Awakening greater interest 
and appreciation for the 
welfare of endangered 
peoples, wildlife protection, 


opportunities. 

Fostering ties between non- 
profit organizations, NGOS, 
conservation groups, and 
other socially and environ- 
mentally active organiza- 
tions, 


South American Explorer: 

A 64-page quarterly 
magazine with articles on 
adventure travel, scientific 
discovery, history, archaeology, 
mountaineering, native 
peoples, languages, anthropol- 
ogy, geology, and more. 

Membership Services 
include: 

Knowledgeable Staff: Our 
friendly staff and volunteers 
provide advice and practical 
information to members. 

Networking: We assist 
members seeking travel 
companions for a trip/ 
expedition, or seeking to 
contact experts in a particular 
field. 

Trip Reports: Trip Reports 
provide specialized informa- 
tion on just about every- 
thing—climbing Aconcagua, 
volunteering, learning 
Spanish, lining up a local tour 
operator, white-water rafting, 
hiking the Darien Gap, 
visiting the Galapagos, etc. 

Maps: The Club maintains a 
collection of topographical, 
geological and road maps for 


English and Spanish books at 
Clubhouses in Quito, Lima, 
and Cusco. 

Merchandise for sale: Books, 
maps, tapes, T-shirts and other 
items are on sale at Clubhouses 
or through the Clubs catalog. 

Trip planning: Members can 
call upon the SAE for help and 
trip planning information. 

Discounts: Members receive 
discounts from many local tour 
operators, hotels and language 
schools. 


Additional Member Services 
at Quito, Lima, and Cusco 
Clubhouses: 

Equipment Storage, Mail, 
Phone and Fax Service, Book 
Exchange Library, Message 
Board, E-mail Service. 

South American Explorers 
Catalog: 

The annual catalog contains 
books, maps, and language 
tapes. Please call or write the 
Ithaca office to request a copy 
of the latest catalog. Include 
$5.00 if the catalog is to be 
mailed outside the U.S. 


To join the SAE: 

Contact us at our U.S. 
headquarters, use the order 
form on page 63, or sign up at 
one of the clubhouses. 
Website: 
http://www. samexplo.org 


U.S. Headquarters 

126 Indian Creek Road, 
Ithaca, NY 14850 USA 

Phone: (607) 277-0488 

Fax: (607) 277-6122 

E-mail: explorer@samexplo.org 


Quito Clubhouse 

Jorge Washington 311, 
Quito, Ecuador 

Phone/fax: (593) 2 225-228 
Staff e-mail: 
explorer@saec. org.ec 
Member e-mail: 
member@saec.org.ec 

(Put member’s full name in 
subject field) 


Lima Clubhouse 

Ay. Republica de Portugal 146, 
Brefia, 

Lima, Peru 

Phone/fax: (511) 425-0142 
Staff e-mail: 
saelima@terra.com.pe 
Member e-mail: 
limaclub@terra.com.pe 
(Put member’s full name in 
subject field) 


Cusco Clubhouse 

930 Avenida del Sol, 

Cusco, Peru 

Phone/fax: (51 84) 223-102 
Staff E-mail: 
saec@amauta.rcp.net.pe 
Member E-mail: 
soec@amauta.rcp.net 

(Put member’s full name 

in subject field) 
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LETTERS 
TO The 


EUITOR 


Dear SAE, 


I guess I knew it had to 
happen sooner or later and 
it’s not a case of mas vale 
tarde que nunca. It appears 
the South American 
Explorers has become 
bureaucratized and ruled by 
computers. My little cuy 
corazon is crushed. 

In the middle of January 
I faxed a renewal for my 
SAE Contributing 
Membership and a renewal 
for my membership in the 
Illustrious Order Of The Cuy. 
In return I received a “form” 
letter congratulating me on 
my initiation into the 
munificent order. I have 
already been initiated. 
Moreover, this is my 
“second” renewal of cuydom. 
I renewed last year before I 
went to Peru. In fact, I was 
the first person to ever 
renew my most sacred 
membership. For that Boz, 
then of the Cusco Clubhouse, 
granted me a secret Cuy 
name he obtained from a 
Cuy shaman!. No, I can’t and 
won't tell you what it is 
because then it wouldn’t be 
secret amymore, and besides, 
Boz told me dire and 
dastardly things would 
happen to me if I told 
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anybody outside 
our most 
illustrious and 
most excellent 
Order what it is. I 
don’t know who 
might read. And 
for that matter, 
since I’ve never 
met you and 
shared the secret 
handshake, I don’t 
even know if you 
are one of us! 

To add psychic 
injury to insult, my renewal 
was extended only to 2/28/ 
8008 not 8/2/2008. I felt 
like I had been ripped five 
months prematurely from 
cuydom’s warm and 
compassionate womb. It is 
only now that I have been 
able to compose myself 
enough to unclench my paw 
from around a bottle of 
Cusco’s finest (Sometimes 
too much to drink is not 
enough) and write you this 
letter and return my 
membership card for 
correction. 

Un cuy no se raja y no se rinde! 
Hasta la victoria siempre, 


John R. McCain 


Dear South 
American Explorers, 


On my recent visit to 
Taquile Island at Lake 
Titicaca I have been asked 
by the authorities of Taquile 
to circulate their following 
information about visits to 
Taquile (see below). For 
further information you may 
contact: 


Sr. Gabriel Huatta Huatta 
Presidente de la Asociacion 
Artesanal de la Comunidad de 
Taquile, Apt. 312. Puno, PERU 
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I would also like to urge 
you to advise individual 
tourists to support the 
Islanders of Taquile as they 
are at the moment in danger 
of being swallowed up by the 
Puno tourist businesses. 
Unfortunately, individual 
travelers don’t seem to 
realize how easy it is to go 
to Taquile in a non-organized 
way, as they are constantly 
told by guides and tour 
operators from Puno that it 
is very difficult, if not 
impossible, to go there, if not 
in an organized group. When 
you go with an organized 
tour the Taquilefios don’t get 
a share in the profits. Please 
encourage people to buy 
their boat tickets directly 
from the Taquilefios and to 
support the all the 
communally owned 
establishments. 


Oda Seedhouse 
odaseedhouse@hotmail.com 


See Tips and Notes for more 
information on visiting Taquile. 


Errata: Issue #63 
The truncation of the following ex- 
cerpt from Bolivian Baptism rendered 
a passage senseless. Please excuse any 
confusion that might have been cast 
upon the reader. 


I was pooped. My plan to stay on and do 
a five day jeep tour of the salt flats was 
quickly fading in appeal. What made me 
want to follow ant-like those dusty grin- 
gos in their zip-off cargo pants anyway? 
I cringed to see them in restaurants, hold- 
ing their travel bibles and ordering the 
same godforsaken greasy saltenas as I 
had on my plate because The Book de- 
scribed them as savory.” 


anagram (an-a-gram). Noun. 
A word or phrase formed by reordering 
the letters of another word or phrase, 
e.g. “Santa” to “Satan.” [New Latin 
anagramma, from Greek anagram- 
matismos, from anagrammatizein, to 
rearrange letters in a word : ana-, from 
bottom to top; see ANA- + gramma, 
grammat., letter] (Source: American 
Heritage Dictionary, 3rd edition) 


And, when we recently found out 
that Louis XIII, the King of France 
during the early seventeenth cen- 
tury, had the regal wisdom to em- 
ploy a Royal Anagrammist for 
£1,200 a year, well that did it. We 
realized South American Explorers 
had to have one too. 

Yes, members you may once have 
had cause to carp and whine about 
membership services —but, no 
more. We've got what you need. At 
considerable expense, we've hired a 
certified, proven, honest-to-good- 
ness anagrammist. He is sitting in 
his office right now waiting to help 
you. You think we're kidding? 
Check the masthead. 

It took just one Help Wanted ad 
in the Ithaca Journal. Suddenly 
résumés poured in. (Anagrammists 
aren’t much in demand these days.) 
After exhaustive examination, we 
unanimously agreed to bestow the 
title of SAE Club Anagrammist on 
Liam Basset. True we were led to 
this choice in part because his name 
happily rearranges into “a team 
bliss”, but what really won us over 


was his knack for coming up with 
eerily psychic anagrams. During his 
interview (which took up the better 
part of three weeks and explains 
why this issue is a little late), we sat 
in a circle with Liam in the middle 
and took turns barking out orders 
for him to anagrammize. 

“Mother-in-law!” Vicky chal- 
lenged. 

Unfazed, Liam snapped back. 
“Woman Hitler.” 

“Eleven plus two!” Zach taunted. 

“Twelve plus one,” Liam retorted. 

“George W. Bush!” 

“He grew bogus.” 

Simply Dazzling! 

Still for such a weighty decision 
we had to be absolutely sure. After 
all, Liam might have come to the 
interview with prepared anagrams. 
So, the SAE Founder fired off a final 
volley challenging Liam to come up 
with anagrams for himself and his 
family. 

Don Montague: NO EGO-MAD 
NUT 

(Obviously confirms what the 
founder already knew.) 

Zachary Montague: UGH: A 
CRAZY NO-MEAT 

(Incredible, how could Liam 
know the Zach was a vegetarian?) 

Marianne Montague: MONA: A 
TRUE GAIN, MEN 

(An almost magical testimonial to 
Marianne’s dearly departed dog, 
Mona.) 

“Tour de Force!” said Jessica, an 
observation Liam instantaneously 
anagrammitized. OR OUR DE- 
FECT,” he responded wryly. 

OO@ 

Members, what does this all 
mean for you? 

Simply this. We are instituting a 
higher and all together more reward- 
ing level of membership service. 
Stop sending us questions about 
your upcoming trip South. You can 
find everything you need in a guide- 
book. From now on simply send us 
the names of places you'll be visit- 
ing, and Liam will deal with the 
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matter anagrammitically. The fact is 
any two-bit little Club can tell you 
about the Inca Trail or where to stay 
in the Galapagos. Only the SAE is in 
a position to respond to you with a 
personalized oracular anagram, tell- 
ing you when to travel, what to see 
or if you should travel at all. How's 
that for service? 

We have asked Liam to 
anammagrize these possible destina- 
tions for you: 

Lima, Peru: I'M REAL UP 

(You'll have a great trip but will 
suffer bouts of sleeplessness.) 

Cusco, Peru: COUP CURSE 

(Beware the Sendero.) 

Galapagos: GALA SPA: GO 

(There will be a masseuse on 
your yacht.) 

Aconcagua: GO RUN A COCA 
RACE 

(Use the traditional method of 
staving off mountain sickness and 
summit before all your friends.) 

Lake Titicaca: A CAT-LIKE ACT | 

(Make this your first destination, 
and you'll find your clothing clawed 
to bits.) 

Quito Ecuador: AUDIO CRO- 
QUET 

(Clueless about this one? Obvi- 
ously it contains a personal message 
for you, which we'd be happy to 
interpret for a small fee.) 

Oe 

We've already started using 
Liam’ talent’s in other areas. Check 
out these catchy ads to recruit mem- 
bers: 

Cusco Clubhouse: SO, USE 
CLUB COUCH 

Quito Clubhouse: SLOUCH 
BOUTIQUE 

Lima Clubhouse: A MUSCLE- 
OIL HUB 

SS@ 

Anagrams may even revolutionize 
our not always successful club fund- 
raising efforts: 

New Order of the Cuy: OUCH! 
FRY WEE RODENT! 

(Hmm. Maybe not.) 


eo 

Members right 
now we're seriously 
thinking of anagram- 
mitizing the whole 
South American Ex- 
plorer and giving a 
prize to whoever can 
figure out what we're 
talking about. Before 
we do, however, and 
while you can still 
understand us, we’d 
like to thank all those 
special Contributing, 
Supporting, Life and 
After-Life members 
who've kept us afloat 
all these years. 

Thank you 
one and all. 


Pamela Tan 
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Isn’t It 


Romanti' <> : ‘ 


Carolyn 
McCarthy 


Buenos Aires is a cement 
Eden of sculpted saints 
and crumbling confiterias. 


Any resemblance to actual or fictional persons or events in the following 


essay is strictly coincidental, and not the responsibility of the author 


Th. lamp lit streets fill with the dizzying honey of gar- 
denias sold by vendors. At midnight it is still early. The 
people are just beginning to arrive at smoky clubs and 
worn velvet tango bars. The night buzzes with ardor and 
longing, and the little lies that might be told to further the 
cause of love. 


For Porteros, the citizens of Buenos Aires, human court- 
ship more closely resembles the art of bullfighting than 
romance. Tabloids are full of roller coaster romances that 
read like parodies when compiled: Paula Mazetti Weds Her 
Prince, followed by Mazetti’s Shocking Split! and six months 
later, declaring: Mazetti Confesses: “It’s Love for the First 


I strung my 
cupid’s arrows 


Carolyn McCarthy lives and writes in Boulder, Colorado. 


This is her second feature for South American Explorer. 
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Under the city’s romantic fervor, | strung my cupid’ ar- 
rows and set aim at Andrea and Marco. They were two 
friends 1 first met teaching English, busy professionals 
whose pace on the hamster wheel of life had kept them 
from meeting the right person. One night I planned to 
introduce them at Romario’, a little pizzeria marked by its 
stunted palms and beautiful, indifferent waitresses. 


Marco Perez Cuomo was my student, a lawyer who lived 
alone with his rotweillers in an eighth floor Palermo pent- 
house. His Italian blood manifested in his dark physique 
and zeal for American mob movies. Though unable to or- 
der bottled water in English, he insisted we cover shoot 
‘em-up slang with a cool Brooklyn accent. Although ag- 
gressive in his passions, Marco was the most genteel of 
men, his heart no smaller than the broad, wooly chest that 
covered it. He took tango lessons (I suspect less out of 
national pride than an admiration for Brando), opened 
doors, and dedicated Sundays to his widowed mother. 


Where was he? It was unlike him to arrive so late. Andrea 
smoked absent-mindedly, looking discarded like the crusts 
on our plates. What was | thinking anyway? Leather and 
lace? | remembered: sobre gustos no hay nada escrito. 


Marco came in with eyes pink and swollen, sweat pooled 
the creases of his face. I motioned to a chair, but he re- 
mained standing. “Its Capone,” he said. His favorite. 


| ordered a round of draft beer. 


“Helga is under the kitchen sink, whining and inconsol- 
able,” he-said. 


Courtship in 
Buenos Aires is 
the messiest of 

affairs. 


Helga was wild as a whip, and in heat at an age too young 
to breed. Stately Capone courted her in a most uncharac- 
teristic nervous manner, whimpering, pacing the house 
and barking at closed doors. The noisy antics of the un- 
consummated affair were keeping Marco up at night and 
out of his home office during the day. He left them on the 
talcony, with Helga fenced in a pen in the corner. 


The doorman told him the news when he got home: 
Capone was found dead on the sidewalk. He had jumped 
too high charging Helga’s pen. 


Courtship in Buenos Aires is the messiest of affairs. 
@O@ 


In Buenos Aires, emotions skirt the surface like varicose 
veins. | have seen women weep on the street and pummel 
their mates with handbags. Men don’t hold back either. A 
short skirt might get you a discount on the bus, where a 
distinguished grandfatherly type delivers a come-on that 
makes you blush to your knee socks. 


These infamous come-ons, called piropos, are so long and 
complicated you could turn the corner before your would- 
be suitor punctuates. | dropped a book at a bus stop and a 
pale youth stooped to pick it up. “Your father must have 
been a thief,” he said, “taking the stars from the heavens 
and putting them in your eyes”... 


Piropos annoyed and infuriated me; they made me feel as 
if | were walking naked through the streets. It was bad 
enough I had to work in stockings and skirts. I could no 
longer recite my college thesis on feminism. Some days I 
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found myself on the verge of tears as I wobbled home in 
high heels, tired of the traffic and aggression in the city. 


For now, courtship was still a cultural phenomenon to 
watch on the street. It was fascinating, and I was not un- 
like Jane Goodall, except I crouched behind newspapers 
in cafes and parks, observing mating practices. It was some- 
thing I could do at arm's length, without worrying about 
personal implications. But all that soon would change. 


The trouble started when my roommate's lover came to 
town. I lived with Gabriela and her sister Maria in a small 
Almagro apartment. Justin surprised Gabi with a phone 
call from the airport. “Guess where I am?” He said. She 
screamed. 

“You must understand, babies. I love you guys so much,” 
she said, stuffing us out the door while missing my cheek 
and kissing the air. “See you next week!” 

Maria tried reaching two friends to put us up. She swore, 
flicking the lighter without success. Where could we go? 
Then the cell phone rang in her hand. 


“Christian,” she cooed. “It’s been sooo long!” 


A grandfatherly 
type delivers a 
come-on that 
makes you 
blush to your 
knee socks 


Christian opened the door in a blue velour bathrobe and 
offered us Champagne in fluted glasses. “I hope you like 
it,” he smiled, parting his feathered bangs from his face. 
“There's nothing else in the house”... 


I didn’t like it, the presumptuous flirting, and bubbly!— 
either prospect a guaranteed headache, but what could be 
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done? I couldn't afford a hotel, and 
didn’t know anyone else, so I hunkered 
down on a puffy recliner and settled in 
for what would prove a long weekend. 


Maria came from simple means and, 
for her, Christian’s apartment was a 
treasure trove. She threw her long legs 
on the leather couch and surfed all 
sixty channels twice, sipping her 
champagne. While he showered, she 
floated around the apartment open- 
ing cabinets and scrutinizing photos. 
In one he sported an argyle sweater, 
in his arms was a wiggling child in 
pigtails. “Divorced,” Maria said, in a 
way that told me that they were in- 
volved. 


That night | woke up in a burning 
sweat and flew at the bathroom fum- 
bling for door handles, arriving in time 
to just aim as best I-could. I tried to 
retrace the evening: Bife de lomo at an 
expensive supper club, wine, dancing, 
Christian's confession: he was lost in my 
blue eyes! He then tried to kiss me while 
Maria was in the ladies room. I pushed 
him away and offered a mapa to Maria. 
Then he tried again, oh, he couldn't help 
it: | was so beautiful when angry. 


I retched into the bowl again. The 
night, the Malbec, the bife de lomo, 


everything was leaving my 
body via the shortest route. I 
considered looking up food 
poisoning in an encyclopedia. 
What would the word be in 
Spanish? Cold and just a bit 
soiled, the floor tiles still felt 
quite nice against my cheek. 


At midday a tearful Maria ap- 
peared at my bedside. She and 
Christian were not getting along. 
She was going to take the train 
to her father’ house in the coun- 
try. When I tried to sit up my 
insides ebbed and rumbled, a 
hot sweat rose. My bowling-ball 
~~~ head sank back into the satin 
4% pillow. | cursed Maria for leav- 


_ Sigg ing me alone in the lion’ den. 


Luckily Christian turned out to be a 
good sport. Perhaps it was my reptile 
breath, or the non-appeal of seducing 
a woman engulfed by stuffed animals. 
He split. I found the fridge stocked 
with seltzer water, and bathroom 
drawers filled with hotel soaps and 
airline magazines. | washed, drew the 
bedroom shades and curled up in a 
ball. At least there were amenities. 


Part of it was these guys just weren't 
my style. They smoked. They wore 
suits with shiny shoes. Their idea of 
working out was a lap around the 
park, followed by a Marlboro Light, 
or Sunday soccer with their buddies, 
but never with a girl. In private classes 
my female students made confessions 
like turn-of-the century spinsters in 
Freudian analysis. Even Laura, a savvy 
BancoSur executive, cut our lesson 
short to rush off to find a picture of a 
saint to put in a glass of water to catch 
aman—a recipe of her grandmothers. 


My stateside friend Patty had heard 
about my captivity at Christian's and 
stepped in. “I don’t know whats going 
on down there,” she said over the fuzzy 
line, “but someone should be keeping 
an eye on you. I'll call my friend 
Rodrigo. We met in Boston. He’ a doll.” 
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Café in San Telmo 


Rodrigo greeted me at the door to his 
Recoleta flat, fully clothed in jeans and 
an ironed t-shirt, “Come on in,” he 
said in perfect English. He offered 
wine to go with la picada, a snack of 
meat and cheese he was cutting up. 
“Sure,” I said. We decided to start jog- 
ging together. He laughed as I told him 
stories about Patty, then got out his 
guitar and began to strum. 


All this time I had been a passive out- 
sider in the dating world of Buenos 
Aires. | had let myself be chosen, when 
what | should have done was choose. 
At the pool there was a guy named 
Adolfo. He had a perfect body and a 
shaved head. He suggested I vary my 
stroke. 


“Swimming lessons for English les- 
sons?” He agreed. 


What was wrong with me? I was so 
much bolder than at home. I had 
walked onto a blank page. As infuri- 
ating as it proved not to be known or 
understood, it was equally pleasing to 
invent myself. I had just finished 
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showering when Adolfo 
peeked his head in the 
locker room. Carolina! I 
need your number, he said. 


It only seemed a little 
strange. 


He called me on a Friday 
from the gym to invite me 
to have coffee and talk 
about his lessons. I heard 
barbells clanging in the 
background. | met him 
there, but we had to walk 
to his house so he could 
put his gym bag away. It 
was fifteen blocks. “Can't 
you take it with you?” I 
asked. 


The apartment was small 
and spotless. Every piece 
of his metal furniture was 
painted cherry red. He of- 
fered me grapefruit juice, 
the staple of his diet apart from vita- 
mins, “Energia,” he said, toasting my 
glass. His hands seemed a bit jumpy. 
“It is such a relief to meet someone 
like me,” Adolfo said. Coffee became 
dinner. He cut his pizza elegantly with 
a knife and fork, quite pleased. “My 
last girlfriend has psychological prob- 


lems, “ he said. “Very clingy, not like 
an American.” 


My last 
girlfriend 
has psy- 
chological 
problems 
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He insisted on walking me home, but 
we had to stop back at his apartment 
first, so he wouldn't risk walking 
around with his wallet. | yawned, not 
used to walking thirty blocks on a 
date. He noticed and suggested that I 
stay at his apartment, on the pullout 
sofa. “Really, it is no problem,” Adolfo 
assured, his thin brows arched like 
hands in prayer. 


When no taxis passed by I determined 
to set out on foot. He walked quickly, 
skillfully trying to exhaust me into 
concession. “So when will you cook 
me dinner?” he asked. “Tomorrow? 
Next week?” 


“Wouldn’t be very American of me 
Aren't you leaving soon to lifeguard 
anyhow?” I asked, watching another 
Argentine perceive my coolness as 
coyness. 


“Oh no,” he said. "We could have one 
month, maybe more! You know, this 
time of year Mar del Plata is intoler- 
able for the flies. Se muerden.” 


God help me for asking what it meant. 
“Morder,” he said and before I could 
leap back Adolfo leaned over and bit 
me on the neck. 


I got home safely and never returned 
to the pool. 


OOo 


Rodrigo chastised me as we lapped the 
park one night. “Are you crazy? You 
can’t trust a man you meet in the 
street! This isn’t Kansas.” 


“I’m from Colorado. We met ina 
pool. A club,” I said, poking at his taste 
for social status. 


“These men are different,” he said, 
annoyed. 


“And your love life is better?” | asked, 
breathless. 


“I have no time. The practice 
needs me now, I could make partner. 
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Puerto Madero Discoteque 


There is a girl, we have gone out a few times. I don’t know 
if we have so much in common. Really, I have other things 
to think about.” He sprinted ahead before I could ask more. 


There was a message on my machine. Laura remembered 
she should set me up with an old friend, Pablo. Her high 
nasal voice was cut midstream: “Actually, I already gave 
him your number! You two would be so”— Beep. 


No one wasted 
a female 
acquaintance. 


Pablo sold insurance. He insisted we speak Englich be- 
cause hees was so goot. “What is dis place?” he asked. The 
restaurant | had chosen served tamales and carbonata from 
the north, where the food was spicy and the people brown. 
My ethnic food was his peasant food. Before the waiter 
came | learned his favorite band was Kool and the Gang 
and his hobby was “dating ladies.” Instead of wine I or- 
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dered a Coke so I could gulp it down and run. 


SOG 


In Buenos Aires, no one wasted a female acquaintance. If 
you weren't dating that person, you were passed to his 
friends and cousins like a package in a white elephant sale. 
Maxi was Rodrigo’ best friend, an enormous rugby player 
that picked us up in his skeletal Chevette. He took us to a 
party in a funky basement in San Telmo. 


“You are going to can’t believe it!” he started the toast in 
his loud monotone. “I pass my TOEFL. I can make study 
in United States!” We danced to a mix of Boy George and 
Cumbia music. Maxi had inventive moves; he pranced and 
rolled his shoulders, making the coquettish expressions 
of a doll under his unibrow. I was having so much fun, I 
didn’t notice Rodrigo had disappeared. : 


As the evening came to a close, he offered to take me home. 
“Maxi,” I said, “that was great. We should get together. 
Like friends.” 


“I no have girls like friends,” he said. 
“Great!” I said, "I'll be your first.” It didn’t matter. When 1 


leaned in for the customary kiss on the cheek, he got my 
lips and held them fast. 
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Gabi laughed when I told her. “Male and woman friends? 
Why? “ 


“Ok, let me get this right,” I said, “Act as if I care, I get 
blown off, if1 don’t, they swarm. Is there any choice in the 
matter?” . 


“Oh, you are too peekee,” she said, waving her cigarette. 
“Just peek one.” 


SO@ 


There was a blurb in the paper about a poetry reading. I 
dragged Rodrigo with me, assuming I'd have to fight off 
the avant-garde vampire youth of Buenos Aires for a seat. 
Larrived first, scanning a sea of white heads for his hawk- 
ish profile. There was no one here under fifty. Paulina, ina 
flowered scarf and nametag, circulated the crowd. Rodrigo 
arrived, curiously holding the curved handle of a large 
black umbrella. He introduced me as a visiting American 
writer, “Aye!” she remarked. “You'd like to read?” 


I was to dutifully play Rodrigo’ creation, too embar- 
rassed to admit my work only appeared in coffee-stained 
notebooks. At intermission Paulina announced a special 
visitor. A photographer’ bulb flashed in my face. Rodrigo 
beamed, pointing to me slouched behind a potted plant, 
“that’s her!” People actually made their way over to shake 
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my hand. One wondered if could hand-deliver his manu- 
script to L.A., as if they were buying them at the airport. 
Another gentleman had a son studying medicine in Cin- 
cinnati. 


I nodded politely and whispered to Rodrigo, “it’s your fault 
if I start signing napkins!” My ego now hovered over the 
table, contemplating the great view. Below there wasa little 
girl in a filthy sweatshirt who came up to sell us a rose. 


Rodrigo shooed her away, “Don’t bother. We're not together,” 
he said. She rolled her eyes and tried again. He offered her 
a dish of ice cream and she eagerly dragged up a chair. 
Her name was Lucia. When he got up to go to the bath- 
room she whispered her questions: 

“He's not your boyfriend.” 

“No.” I was whispering too. 

“Do you have a boyfriend?” 

“No.” 

“Does he have a girlfriend?” 

“No.” 

“Do you like him?” 

“Umm. Yes.” 

“How old are you?” 


We stepped out into a hard rain. Rodrigo opened the ri- 
diculous umbrella, the kind last seen in old photographs 
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in supper clubs or a Julie Andrews 
movie. We waded slowly through the 
tilted cobblestones that filled with tor- 
rents of dark water. I wished | were 
still angry with him, not knowing 
what feeling replaced it. 1 wondered 
where Lucia would disappear to, what 
she did with the leftover flowers. 


At three a.m. all the lights were on in 
my apartment, a bitten hunk of salami 
out on the counter and a cigarette 
shrinking in the ashtray. Gabriela was 
at her computer again. She gripped a 
paperback dictionary in her red mani- 
cured talons. “Help me,” she pleaded, 
wearing pajama bottoms and a bikini 
top. “It’s e-mail from Justin.” 


....Barbara’s showed up...she’s been 
screwing with me ever since she heard 
I went to visit you. But do I give a 
shit?... 


“He's with her!” She cried, though | 
insisted otherwise. “Well, he’s screw- 
ing her,” she sniffed. 

“No, no, no. The preposition changes 
the proposition.” She looked at me 
confused. “Screw/screw with. NOT 
the same. Then there is to give a shit- 
to care. Very complex stuff,” 1 said. 
She looked relieved. 


“Fine,” she said. “What should I do 
about that message I left him?” 


“Well, he’s 
screwing 


her” she 
sniffed. 
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SOOOS 


One evening Rodrigo called while | 
was correcting papers. Listen to this, 
he said, and read me several poems: 
estoy jodido 

y radiante 

quiza mas lo primero 

que lo segundo 

y también 

viceversa. 


fixated 
with the 
stupid 
idea of 
love. 


A chill leaped through me. “That's 
nice,” I said, almost speechless. The 
next week I searched the bookstore 
for the anthology to look up those 
words. I still had no idea what they 
meant. 


The question was driving me crazy, 
infringing on my daydream time in the 
subway and on the bus. What did he 
want? Had he been speaking to me or 
sharing with me? Had he been talking 
about me when I thought he was talk- 
ing about someone else on our runs? 
Fortunately, everyone 1 knew hap- 
pened to be an expert on these things. 


“Does he see you on weekends?” 
Pamela asked. Sometimes. “Is he jeal- 
ous of other men?” No, he introduces 
me to them. She shook her head. It 
wasn’t looking good. “What perfume 
are you wearing?” She asked. 


“Ban.” I said. “Actually, it's a deodor- 
ant.” 
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I was hopeless. Pamela waved her 
arms in disgust. “A perfume is your 
signature, It can take months to find 
the right perfume, the one that is you.” 
She held out her wrist to demonstrate. 
Delicate flowers and almonds, very 
nice. “You spray it on the seven secret 
spots, and a tiny bit on your notes to 
him. He will think of you when you're 
not there.” She shook her coiffed 
blonde head and sighed. “I should 
have taken French instead.” 


Pamela failed to recognize that I had 
arrived in Argentina with a backpack, 
not a set of leather luggage. I clung 
fast to the last vestiges of my 
Americanhood: my right to wear 
sneakers in public, criticize my goy- 
ernment, give unelaborated yes or no 
answers and order food to go. Read- 
ing people was like reading Spanish. 
1 mistook crazy for intense, friendly 
for interested and vice-versa. Now I 
had become like my new compatri- 
ots: driven by longing, and fixated 
with the stupid idea of love. 


On my way home from work a lanky 
stranger in a long leather coat stopped 
me for the time. He said, “Does God 
know that one of his angels has fallen 
from heaven, and stands here in front 
of me?” 


I had to smile. One had to admire their 
persistence. Then I realized, piropos 
had become only fixtures, like the 
antique streetlamps and handsome 
doormen. 


Friday there was a message on my 
machine from Rodrigo. “Come over. I 
want to take you somewhere.” While 
no one was looking, I jumped for joy. 


The next morning, I woke up in a 
strange bed, looking at Rodrigo’ closet 
full of Armani suits and wing tips. 
What had I done? I thought with a 
shudder. What would become of me 
in the city hundreds of miles from 
mountains and air, reading tabloids 
and searching for the perfume that 
would tell me who I was? 


A few weeks later | was walking down- 
town when a horn blasted at my heels. 
“Boludo!” I cursed, only to look back 
and see Maxi. “I give you ride,” he said. 
“Jump on!” 


We took a circuitous route back to 
Palermo. Maxi was always confusing 
the one way streets and overshooting 
streets. I had even begun to give him 
directions as we meandered through 
Recoleta. He was nervous about moy- 
ing to the states, now only one week 
away. “I know United States is so much 
more nice,” he confided. “But I love 
this place. Look dis house so nice. Ah! 
Look dat one! Wait. I go there! It is 
house of Rodrigo’s girlfriend.” 


l asked in Spanish to be sure. 


He confirmed then looked at me in 
shock. He was frozen. Cars beeped 
and whizzed around us, curses and 
smog filled the Chevette. “O my God! 
You and Rodrigo no just friends? O 
my God! He no say....o my God...” 


OO@ 


I was unable to make my way to 
the bathroom, trapped behind the 
locking chairs of a couple making out. 


I had said excuse me. 
Romario’ had filled up 
and all around there 
were couples holding 
hands, lighting each 
| other's cigarettes, and 
stroking stray locks 
from each other's eyes. 
“Give me a break!“ I 
said. There. They 
#| moved. A tango was 
{| playing: 

.| Mi corazon es un nino 
que no sabe lo que 
quiere 
Una caricia lo alienta, 
una illusion lo sostiene 
(My heart is a child 
who doesn’t know what 
he wants 
Fed by a caress, 
sustained by an 
illusion) 


Maybe the worst part was his de- 
nial of the whole thing. “I don’t know 
what you're talking about,” said 
Rodrigo. “Whats the matter with you?” 


In the bathroom I splashed some 
water on my face. I knew I sometimes 
behaved absurd, but I refused to be 
made to believe I was crazy by some- 
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one else. And that scene at the disco 
when I found out. After that, he gave 
up so easily. Me, for a boring Argen- 
tine aristocrat! A clueless woman that 
didn’t even know I existed! Maybe if 
he had explained himself better, we 
could have started over... 


And it wasn’t just Rodrigo. It was 
a national epidemic. It was in the tab- 
loids and the cat calls, the fashion 
frenzy, and the nos that dueled with 
yeses. Argentines loved the art of pur- 
suit more than love itself. 


SOOO@ 


Somehow Andrea had pulled a smile 
out of Marco, now he bent to light her 
cigarette. I left them to get to know 
each other. The air outside was balmy. 
Spring was coming. I wished I 
smoked, for the moment begged for 
punctuation. The path home took me 
across the park where moon shadows 
danced behind palms. I thought about 
the night runs I used to take with 
Rodrigo. I hadn’t been to the park in 
months. I watched as a cat slid under 
the iron gates of the Parque Botanico, 
seeking refuge among the winged stat- 
ues of gods and saints. Dogs howled 
in the distance. 


—John Hemming 
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Ever before I'd made up my mind to make Peru my 
home, I was actively working with bird conservation 
projects. This naturally led to work as a guide and before 
long | had started up a small but growing ecotravel agency 
specializing in birdwatching. 

Up to my ears in work, | still found time now and 
then to log on to one of the e-lists I subscribe to. 

On this day, one message in particular catches my at- 
tention: 


ITV/ Discovery film team interested in info on where to find 
Condors in large numbers in South America. Also looking to 
film close-ups of Condors, nesting, mating, feeding etc. 


This is right up my alley. | offer my services. I’ve often 
seen Condors soaring above Colca Canyon in Southern 
Peru. Between December and March, Condors appear of- 
ten in sizable numbers, to feed on dead sealions, fur seals, 
the occasional dead fetus, and placentas left on shore. I'd 
often taken groups to watch these magnificent birds flying 
along the coast. | also know of other locations to the South 
in Chile and Argentina where condors flock. Certainly these 
are all good spots to see condors. 
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It was a fight to 
the death. 


But there is another place to film this giant bird. For 
years I'd heard rumors of the Yawar Fiesta, a mysterious 
festival celebrated in the high Andes. From what I could 
learn from people who'd actually witnessed this festival, a 
condor is lashed to the back of a penned bull. When re- 
leased, the enraged bull thrashes wildly to shake off the 
bird while the condor, roped to its back, pecks gaping 
wounds in the bull’s gory neck. In times past, it was a fight 
to the death. Even today the fight figures on clay pots for 
sale in the Pisak market near Cusco. 


Several weeks later I get a call from ITV/Discovery. 
Can I help with arrangements to film the Yawar festival? 
Although I was the one who initially suggested filming 
the Yawar Festival, I’m now overwhelmed with second 
thoughts. I’m not into blood sports. Wracked with doubts, 
I'm not sure I’m even mentally up for such an assignment. 
Will the Yawar festival be just part of a documentary on 
giant birds, or turn into a sensational exposé of a savage 
and cruel custom guaranteed to outrage viewers? 


I keep weighing the pros and cons, one minute con- 
vinced this could be a great opportunity the next moment 
appalled at the whole idea. In the end I reason that it’s 
somewhat like bullfighting. I don’t much care for bull- 
fighting but I can appreciate it as a traditional art, a cer- 
emonial slaughter, if you will, not lacking a certain grace 
and beauty. I resolve to keep an open mind. Still, far from 
convinced that I’m making the right choice, I finally per- 
suade myself with the old (and, I realize, ethically unsound) 
argument that if | don’t take the job with ITV, somebody 
else will. Then too, I reason, times have changed. We live 
in a civilized society. Mindless cruelty to animals is no 
longer tolerated. Throughout Peru, I’m told, this ancient 
“fight to the death” has been outlawed. If it’s illegal, there 
probably won't be much to film anyway. 


Later in Cusco I unexpectedly run into Gregorio 
(Goyo) Ferro, an old friend. Through the years, we have 
worked together on many conservation projects in the 
Andes. Over coffee, | fill him in on the filming project that 
brings me to Cusco. The Yawar Fiesta? Of course he’s heard 
of it. He knows for certain of one village Cotobambas in 
the Departamento of Apurimac, where the festival lasts 
two or three days. The villagers celebrate with bullfights, 
singing, dancing, drinking and, every year, there is always 
at least one bull and condor fight, sometimes more. Even 
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better, it so happens his brother is the ex-mayor of 
Cotabambas. A stroke of luck for me; In Peru, family con- 
nections open doors. 


Catching a 
condor is a 
hazardous 
occupation. 


With the arrival of the film crew just weeks away, I'm 
having trouble researching the story. Some insist the fight 
between the bull and condor represents the war between 
the Incas (condor) and the Conquistadores (Bull). Others, 
equally adamant, say no. The fight symbolizes the clash 
between the pure Quechua Indians of the highland, an- 
cestors of the mighty Inca—and the mestizos, coastal 
peoples, Indians with European blood. Many believe that, 
unless the crazed and wounded bull can mortally crush 
its adversary, it will (unlike the Spaniards) die from ex- 
haustion and loss of blood. When this happens, the con- 
dor is released and flies away. 


Goyo disagrees with both. According to him, the fight 
of bull and condor is not so much the symbolic reenact- 
ment of the battle between Inca and Spaniard that I’ve 
heard about, although he concedes this may be true in 
part. In his opinion the struggle has more to do with cos- 
mology—Andean divinities and messengers to the Gods— 
than history. Above all, its fundamentally a religious cer- 
emony. And, he assures me, it is rare nowadays for either 
bull or condor to be seriously hurt. 


Cotobambas is a long five hour bus ride from Cusco 
over a winding dusty road. We cross the deep gorge of the 
Apurimac river on the way. The film crew is bringing a 
brand new Macintosh computer as a donation for the 
school in Cotobambas. We pull into the village on July 
28th, Peru's Independence Day. Off from school, a horde 
of kids flocks around the truck, climb aboard and peer 
inside. There are no hotels in Cotobambas so Goyo’'s 
brother has arranged for us to stay in the school. The local 
police helped to set up beds for us. To return the favor 
Colin Collis, the director of our film crew, has brought 
along three footballs from England. Each ball is imprinted 
with Manchester United logo. Colin ceremoniously hands 
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the first ball out of the sack to the chief of police. Soon 
some men and boys are kicking an English ball on the 
plaza. Not the police chief. 1 catch him secretly tucking 
his treasure under his coat. 


Three weeks before the festival both the Mayor and 
Governor of Cotabambas choose separate teams, each en- 
trusted with the task of capturing a condor. This assign- 
ment is serious business. Among Andean peoples the con- 
dor is an Apu, a term reserved for the Gods of the high 
mountains with dominion over the rain, cold and heat. 
Apus are revered for their power to ensure bountiful har- 
vests, multiply the herds of cattle—sheep, llama and al- 
paca, ward off disease, and bring prosperity to the village 
and family. The Apukuntur (condor God) moreover, is the 
messenger between the mountain gods and the Sun God 
Inti. Possessed of such powers it is easily seen why the 
condor inspires fear and awe. Catching a condor is a haz- 
ardous occupation for every member of the team. If not 
done right—if the condor is injured for example— you 
can bring serious misfortune, even death, down upon your- 
self, your family, your village, your livestock etc. To ward 
off the fury of the condor Apu and limit the risk, it is usual 
for the condor catching team to enlist the services of a 
brujo, or witch doctor. Even then things can go badly. The 
brujo who was in charge last year, we were told, died mys- 
teriously. Most everyone will tell you that the best brujos 
are also notorious cattle rustlers. Nonetheless, as long as 
the brujo is directing the trapping of the condor, he is ac- 
corded the highest respect. 


I have read of several ways to trap a condor. In one a 
man sits below a blind with a hole in the top. When the 
condor descends to feed on 

the carrion rotting 
atop the 
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blind, the trapper reaches through the hole and grasps the 
condor by the feet. 


In Cotobambas, trapping the condor is less dramatic. 
The trapping team first kills an old horse and drags it toa 
remote area. The carcass is then left outside. It’s important 
the area chosen be sheltered, since an enclosed area limits 
the available air and makes it difficult for the bird to take 
off. Members of the team will hide nearby. Before every- 
thing, though, certain rituals require strict observance. First 
of all it is critical that the horse be duly honored. The 
horse is not seen as bait to entice the condor, rather it is 
regarded asa sacrifice to the Apus and Pachamama (mother 
earth). To perform the sacred sacrifice the brujo commands 
kindling be heaped up and lit. Once the fire is ablaze the 
brujo directs the bringing forth of aguardiente, corn of vari- 
ous varieties, and secret spices and herbs. These are fed 
into the fire, 


To commune properly with the spirits, the brujo and 
others partaking in the ceremony must be spiritually fit. 
To reach this state requires imbibing a generous supply of 
alcohol, but first an offering to the gods is in order. As he 
opens each bottle of aguardiente, therefore, the brujo pours 
some on the ground. With this gift to Pachamama he im- 
plores the goddess for her blessing . He promises that no 
harm will come to the condor and that it will honored and 
treated with respect at all times during the festival. 


The ceremony over and with the dead horse in posi- 
tion the brujo and his men hunker down out of sight. It 
can take many long hours to complete their work. Catch- 
ing a condor requires patience. A mature condor is recog- 
nizable by its red head, white collar, and wing patches. 
Catching one of these is not likely. Condors are intelli- 
gent. The older birds will know the tricks used to trap 
them in years past. They will avoid sheltered areas 
that lack wind for a quick takeoff and be on 
guard for any signs of humans. It’s more 

likely the team will catch one of the 
younger, less experienced birds. 


Once condors spot the dead horse 
from on high, they will circle, sometimes 
soaring on the winds for days on end. 
» Eventually, a few birds will fly down to 
perch on nearby rocks. There is a definite 
pecking order among condors. Until sev- 
eral of the “top” birds approach, none will 
move in too close. This may take hours, 
but waiting for the right moment is the 
= key to success. If the brujo and his crew 
fail to catch a condor now there will be 
no second chance this year. 
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Its best if the condors start feed- 
ing early or at least some hours before 
sunset. This will give the huge birds 
sufficient time to gorge themselves. 
Every pound of dead horse the con- 
dor consumes will make takeoff more 
difficult. From their hiding places the 
men watch cautiously, waiting for the 
brujo’s signal. When it comes at last all 
shout loudly, Jumping up, they rush in 
to encircle the birds. This year all goes 
as planned. Several giant birds fly up 
and away, but when the dust clears sev- 
eral men cling warily to their flapping 
prize—a brown immature condor. 


Of the two condor catching teams 
this year only the mayor's team suc- 
ceeds in bringing back one of the im- 
mense birds. Bull-condor fights are 
scheduled for both the 29th and 30th 
of July. July 29th is the mayor day to 
lead the ceremony. July 30th it will be 
the Governor’ turn. This year how- 
ever, the Governor’ team failed to cap- 
ture a condor. To help him out the 
mayor has graciously offered to lend 
him “his” condor on the 29th. 


- Acondor 
reeling 
from 
alcohol is 
a, thing of 
the past. 


While in custody the condor is 
affectionately cared for and treated as 
a guest of honor, distinguished 
compadre and good friend. An em- 
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broidered scarf with the emblem of the 
village is ceremoniously draped 
around the Condor’s neck. As befits 
it’s lofty status, the condor is provided 
with food and drink worthy of it’s sta- 
tion. In captivity the condor feasts on 
meat. Slices of the finest cuts are 
served up as well as generous amounts 
of beer and chicha (a local brew made 
of corn). Formerly, the bird was plied 
with abundant amounts of 
aguardiente—a powerful liquor. Old 
timers tell of seeing Condors at ear- 
lier festivals stagger about, obviously 
blitzed. This is no longer allowed. The 
Instituto Nacional de Recursos Naturales, 
the Peruvian ministry in charge of 
wildlife, forbids giving the condor any 
food or drink that might endanger it’s 
health. A condor reeling from alcohol 
is a thing of the past. 


July 28th dawns. The ITV crew 
checks it’s gear, runs a few tests and gets 
ready, Its a glorious day and villagers, 
streaming towards the plaza, are decked 
out in their finest clothes. On this day 
the condor will be presented to the pub- 
lic. Excitement grips the crowd. 

The condor is brought in to the 
plaza. To show off its magnificent wing- 
span the mayor on the left holds one 
outstretched wing, a local dignitary the 
other. As musicians strike up a joyous 
dance, the crowd circles the plaza drink- 
ing beer, laughing, cheering —a happy 
crowd on this festival day. 


I scan the crowd. Except for me, 
the British film crew of four, a Ger- 
man with high-tech camcorder and an 
Asian film crew, there are no other for- 
eigners around. The Yawar festival, 
unlike many other Peruvian celebra- 
tions is, for the most part, still “un- 
discovered”. 


The following day begins with 
bull fights. We watch four or five. No 
bulls are killed in these encounters. 
After a while the judges pick the best 
bullfighter. Many in the crowd dis- 
agree. “Too short, the fight was too 
short!” they yell. Next to me a woman 
screams her support for the winner. 
“It’s the bull’s fault. The bull was slow. 
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Condors 


Sacred Cows of the Andes 


The range of the Andean condor 
extends from Patagonia in the South 
to Venezuela in the North. Over 
much of this territory the condor is 
either extinct or threatened. 
Reintroduced into Venezuela, where 
they had been extinct for decades, 
the condor were all found shot by 
someone who feared they were “bad 
for tourism.” 

In Ecuador and Colombia condor 
numbers have dwindled over the 
years. Today most estimates put the 
population at a few hundred birds. 
There is no census data for Peru, 
though most experts believe the 
number has dropped significantly 
over the last three or four decades. 
Colca Canyon and the surrounding 
area is the only accessible place in 
Peru where the condor is regularly 
sighted and, indeed, seems to be 
thriving. Patagonia and the Chile/ 
Argentine Andes also boast sizable 
populations. 

In many parts of South America, 
especially in the northern Andes, the 
condor is mistakenly blamed for 
killing livestock, especially calves 
and young animals. Untold thou- 
sands of birds have been slaughtered 
for this reason. The conviction that 
condors harm livestock is also widely 
held in Peru. Nonetheless, the 
condor is venerated as a god in the 
province of Apurimac and some 
other parts of the country. This 
exalted status is apparent during the 
Yawar Festival, where the condor is 
accorded all the reverance due a 
powerful deity and kept from harm, 
lest it return to wreak havoc on the 
herds. 

The condor is a common sight 
over the mountains of Apurimac. 
The Yawar Festival, celebrated in 
Cotobambas and other remote 
Andean villages, is a yearly celebra- 
tion of the condor as god. Viewed in 
this light the Yawar Festival is not a 
barbaric blood sport that’s survived 
into modern times but, instead, an 
act of worship. Like the holy cows of 
India, the condor in Apurimac and 
other mountain areas, is the holy 
bird of the Andes. 


The bullfighter fought well!” she yells 
with authority. 


Finally, around three in the after- 
noon, comes the moment all have been 
waiting for. On a splendid black horse 
seated upon a finely worked saddle with 
bit and reins of silver, the mayor arrives. 
He acknowledges the cheers of the 
throng by waving his black sombrero. 
As on the day before the condor is pa- 
raded around the plaza. 


When the applause subsides the 
condor is escorted to a small corral 
holding several young bulls. One bull, 
separated from it's companions, is 
stamping and snorting in a small pen. 
To prepare the bull for the fight two in- 
cisions are sliced into its back. Ribbons 
threaded through these cuts are then 
lashed tightly to the legs of the condor. 


The moment has arrived. As the 
gate is thrown open the maddened 
bull storms into the plaza weaving this 
way and that as it tries to shake off 
the screeching condor. Tethered to the 
bloody back of the bull, the condor 
wildly flaps it’s wings, attempting to 
keep its precarious balance. Lest bull 
or condor sustain serious injury the 
event is short-lived, brought to an end 
after just a few minutes. Lassos snare 
the bull and several attendants guide it 
to an enclosure. The condor feet are 
untied—for this day the fight is fin- 
ished. 


The following day follows much 
the same course as the first. The morn- 
ing is marked by a series of bull fights. 
Then, in the afternoon, the governor 
arrives. Once again the condor is 
strapped to the back of the bull with 
ribbons laced through incisions in the 
bulls skin. Like the day before, the bull 
crazed from the talons of the condor 
digging into its back, charges into the 
plaza. But this day is different. After 
swerving this way and that, the tor- 
tured animal veers suddenly away 
from the shouting crowd and charges 
straight toward the gate of the corral, 
which has been left partly open. As 
the panicked bull bolts toward free- 


dom, the condor is struck sharply by 
the overhanging crossbar. 


A hush falls on the crowd. Uncer- 
tain and fearful, many tremble, dread- 
ing the consequences. And, indeed, 
over the next half hour the sky turns 
noticeably grayer, and the temperature 
drops. Thunder clouds seem to appear 
out of nowhere and soon a heavy rain 
splashes down on the plaza, turning 
in an instant, to violent hail. Such a 
downpour is a rarity in this parched 
region of the Andes, especially in July, 
the dry season. The crowd is appre- 
hensive. The Apus are angry. 


The morning of July 31st is the 
day the condor should be released. 
Throughout the village people talk in 
whispers. The condor has been taken 
to the mayors house. Many are fear- 
ful. Nobody seems to know for cer- 
tain. If the condor has been injured, 
the gods will surely exact a swift and 
terrible revenge. Tension mounts. Fi- 
nally that evening comes word that the 
condor is well. It's release is set for the 
following day. 


Mid-morning on July 31st the 
crowd has gathered above the village. 
Here, a steep slope drops off overlook- 
ing a vast view of the Apurimac val- 
ley, wide and deep. The condor is 
hauled up ina large wooden crate. The 
mayor and governor are in attendance. 
A band plays “waynos” in a five-tone 
scale that sounds almost Chinese. 
Nowhere have we heard “El Condor 
Pasa” (The Condor Passes). The ab- 
sence of this popular Peruvian com- 
position, is proof that we have wan- 
dered far from the tourist path. 


The condor, taken from its cage, 
sits atop the slope. It looks from left to 
right, then fixes the crowd with its bale- 
ful gaze, seeming to memorize each 
face. According to local belief the con- 
dor flies off with a message to the moun- 
tain Apus and ultimately to Inti—a mes- 
sage telling of its reception by the 
people. At last the condor shuffles 
clumsily towards the cliffs edge, un- 
folding its awesome wings. The crowd 
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is silent. Then with several strokes of 
its massive wings the condor soars up 
into the skies. All are overcome with 
relief. The condor is well and there is 
no cause to fear. Soon the condor is 
but a speck in the distant sky. 


The ITV crew packed up for a 
some filming at Machu Picchu and 
Colca Canyon and left Peru shortly 
thereafter. That was in 1999. | have 
yet to see the documentary about the 
condor and the Yawar Fiesta. I have 
no television myself, and the videos 
sent by the film-crew won't work in 
Peru. But when I get to watch it I'll 
bet almost anything I won't be sur- 
prised by the musical sound track: It’s 
almost certain to be El Condor Pasa. 


A traveler, not a 
tourist? 


We understand. For 23 years 
Transitions Abroad Publishing 
has been helping independent 
people of all ages and budget 
levels go overseas not as tourists 
but as travelers. 


Whether you want to work, 
study, live, or simply travel 
overseas, our publications will 
help you get there and do that. 


Visit our web site at 
[www.TransitionsAbroad.com] 
or call 800-293-0373 for a free 
packet of information about 
our publications: Transitions 
Abroad magazine, the 
Alternative Travel Directory, and 
Work Abroad. 


Trust Transitions Abroad—the 
alternative travel resources that 
have been helping people 
satisfy their wanderlust since 
1977. 
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Vipers, 
dangling 
from the 
trees, 
attacked. 


This snake is 
found nowhere 
else in the 
world— 

only here. 


Photos by Marcio Martins Dan Paulo, 
Departamento de Ecologia, Instituto de 
Biociencias, Brasilniversidade de San Paulo 
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Island 


Robin Eveleigh 


A deserted island where the forest floor writhes 
with the world’s most venomous vipers, a tragic 
fisherman found dead on his boat, its deck awash 
with his blood, and a lighthouse keeper and his 
family massacred in a nocturnal snake invasion of 
their isolated cottage home. 


I. might sound like the starting point for some tacky, 
low-budget horror flick, but there is some fact behind this 
fiction. What's more, the tales have a purpose that goes 
beyond mere fireside entertainment. Chilling by design 
and passed down from fisherman father to son, they per- 
petuate the myths surrounding the forbidden shores of 
Brazil’s Snake Island. 


That's the name locals have given to Ilha de Queimada 
Grande, a speck of land off Brazil’s south-east coast. There, 


Robin Eveleigh is a freelance journalist who spent 
three years in South America, living in Brazil and tray- 
elling in Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, Argentina, Chile and 
Paraguay. He has written for BBC Wildlife, Geographi- 
cal, the Financial Times and the Independent. He is 
now based in London and can be contacted on: 
kitnews@hotmail.com 


NUMBER 64, SUMMER 2001 


a unique species of the fer-de-lance pit viper, armed with 
a highly potent venom and found only on the island's 
430,000 square metres, is jungle king. Legend says that 
the snake guards its forest realm with brutal ferocity. Real 
life has responded with a Brazilian navy ban forbidding 
man to set foot on the island. 


In Brazil, snakes don’t command the same hysterics as 
they do in, say, the UK, even though your chances of see- 
ing one are pretty much limited to glass cases in reptile 
houses and photographers on Blackpool beachfront with 
bored pythons draped around their shoulders. In Brazil, 
particularly in the countryside where they are abundant, 
snakes get healthy respect and provoke the kind of igno- 
rant fear born of hearsay and hand-me-down fiction. 


But of the country’s four venomous serpents, the infa- 
mous fer-de-lance of the genus Bothrops is undoubtedly 
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the most feared. 
With over thirty 
different varieties, 
this snake is re- 
sponsible for the 
vast majority—al- 
most 90%—of all 
snake bites in 
Brazil, where 
around 20,000 
people fall foul to 
snakes—and 100 
die as a result— 
each year. 


Named by 

French settlers for its characteristic lance-shaped head, the 
fer-de-lance is found all over Latin America, from Mexico 
to Argentina. Although it prefers forest regions, it is highly 
adaptable and thrives in a variety of environments. It pre- 
fers to hunt under the cover of darkness and is sometimes 
found lying on paths and trails at sundown, possibly at- 
tracted by the warm stonework. This is one of the reasons 
it counts so many humans among its victims. 


What I 
remember most 
is the 
incredible pain 


But it is not just this snake’s prevalence that makes it a 
creature to be feared. The fer-de-lance also comes equipped 
with a particularly nasty venom: a necrosing element causes 
living tissue to rot, which can result in the loss of limbs. 
Also, anti-coagulants in the venom cause some victims to 
bleed to death, especially if they employ the old ‘remedy’ 
of cutting the bite to suck out the poison. One embar- 
rassed bite victim, 24-year-old woodcutter Jisto Dutra do 
Sousa, was bit by a fer-de-lance coiled in his wood stacks. 
He spent almost two weeks recovering in hospital. “It’s the 
first time I’ve been bitten, and what I remember most is 
the incredible pain,” he recalled from his hospital bed. “It 
was immediate.” Eleven days later he still showed the early 
symptoms of a fer-de-lance bite—hemorrhaging and ne- 
crosis along with the crusted, fading blood blisters sur- 
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rounding the wound on 
his left arm. 


The fer-de-lance has a 
fearsome reputation in 
the coastal town of 
Itanhaém, the nearest 
mainland port to 
Queimada Grande. The 
town’ fishing commu- 
nity simply does not go 
to the island. Few fish- 
ermen, if any, would be 
willing to defy the navy’s 
ban to transport a nosey 
passenger to the island, 
even for money. But they are happy to explain just why 
they steer clear. 


Queimada Grande is infested with one of the world’s 
most poisonous snake —five to a square meter, some lo- 
cals warned me. You have to hop, skip and jump over 
their snapping heads to avoid being bitten. I was regaled 
with the story of the fisherman who went ashore to pick 
bananas and got bit. Somehow he managed to struggle 
back to his boat where he bled to death and was found 
sprawled on his blood-soaked deck. And then there's the 
one about the island's last lighthouse keeper. One night 
snakes crawled in through his windows, so the story goes. 
As the lighthouse keeper, his daughter, two sons, and wife 
fled in panic through the forest, vipers dangling from the 
trees attacked. The crew of a navy vessel on a routine sup- 
ply drop found the bodies strewn across the island. 


Such stories might keep the locals at bay, but they only 
made me more curious. To reach the islarid myself, I turned 
to the Butantan Institute in Brazil’s sprawling economic 
capital of Sao Paulo. A snake research center unrivalled in 
Latin America, the Institute produces almost all of Brazil's 
antivenin. Here, a small team of scientists has been work- 
ing on a ten-year study of Queimada Grande’s fer-de- 
lance—the Golden Lancehead (Bothrops Insularis). From 
these experts I began to learn the facts behind the Snake 
Island fiction. 


Though the horror tales have been embellished to dis- 
courage the curious, they do have some basis in fact. The 
venom of the Golden Lancehead has all the anti-coagulant 
properties of the regular fer-de-lance. Probably through 
natural selection, the Golden Lancehead has developed 
an unusually potent venom. While not the world’s deadli- 
est snake, its venom is thought to be the fastest-acting of 
all fer-de-lance species. And there is a large number of 
Golden Lanceheads on the island. The population grows 
unchecked, as the snake has no natural predators. 
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The Golden Lancehead feeds almost exclusively on a 
diet of small birds. For this reason, the kill must be fast, 
lest dinner fly away and drop into the sea. Other snakes 
that feed on mammals can bite and track a struggling ro- 
dent to it’s place of death some distance away. With no 
mammals on the island, the Golden Lancehead has devel- 
oped some unusual tree-climbing behavior. The snake 
nestles in high branches, waiting for an unwary meal flit 
down through the forest canopy. This perhaps accounts 
for its many human victims, caught like the lighthouse 
keeper and his family, unawares. 


He bled to death 
and was found 
sprawled on his 
blood-soaked 
deck. 


Marcelo Duarte is a biologist and Queimada veteran, 
with 21 field trips under his belt. He invited me along on 
one of his trips for which he had permission from the Bra- 
zilian navy. Torrential rains thwarted our first attempt to 
reach the island. It was another month before we finally 
chugged out of Itanhaém, tossed by waves that crashed 
over the sand bar pro- 
tecting the harbor. - 
Three hours of tummy 
torment later, we 
reached the relatively 
calm and sheltered wa- 
ters surrounding Snake 
Island. Its sheer rocky 
sides rose up from the 
ocean’s deep blue. A 
lone penguin, lost on its 
way north from Argen- 
tina, bobbed on gentle 
waves. 


Queimada is beauti- 
ful, its vegetated flanks 
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rising steeply and capped with the dense forest. Gulls wheel 
about its shoreline, waiting for the fishing boats that trawl 
the waters. After a rough approach in a tiny dinghy, and a 
hazardous struggle in sloppy waves over slippery rocks, 
we scrambled ashore under the curious gazes of nesting 
Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster). This low on the island, 
researchers have spotted only one Golden Lancehead, so I 
figured the Brown Booby chicks and my ankles were safe, 
for the time being. Even so, I took the pair of leather leg 
guards, knee-length wrap-around shin-pads, that they 
handed me. We then set off on the short, steep climb 
through the bush to Queimada’ lighthouse. From there, 
the trail stretched to the island’s highest point, a mile 
through the dense forest up along the island ridge. 


Bending low, wary of the vipers’ tree-climbing propen- 
sities, wishing I had eyes in the back of my head, | fol- 
lowed the team into the forest. I was happy that the doc- 
tor, carrying his black bag stuffed with serum, accompa- 
nied us. Vines tugged at my feet, thorns snagged at my 
clothes. Serpent fangs, happily, did not. 


“We don’t know what happens if a human gets bitten,” 
explained Marcelo. Serums are species-specific. The anti- 
dote for a rattlesnake bite is different than that for a fer- 
de-lance. “We know the serum for the normal fer-de-lance 
will work, but we don’t know how much to use, or exactly 
how it will affect the victim.” Given the thickness of 
Queimada’s undergrowth, and total impossibility of guard- 
ing every one of your limbs, I imagine it’s only a matter of 
time before we find out. 


The Golden Lancehead’s venom is unique. This is one 
of the reasons why Marcelo and his team are so interested. 
“Who knows what secrets it holds? This snake is found 
nowhere else in the world—only here,” he shrugs. “Maybe 
the venom contains a new protein that will unleash a medi- 
cal breakthrough, a new treatment or medicine?” 


We see our 
first snake just 
meters from the 
start of the trail. 
A full-grown 
Golden Lance- 
head sits coiled 
on top of an old 
dirt-filled stone 
water tank. Itisa 
surprisingly light 
yellow compared 
to its browner 
continental 
cousin, but still 
well camou- 
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flaged against the leaf groundcover. At 
first it makes no attempt to move as 
we peer over the stone shelf, but we 
have little time to appreciate the crea- 
ture in this natural setting. The team 
bursts into hurried activity, coaxing 
the viper into a plastic tube. Once con- 
tained it can be handled safely, mea- 
sured, weighed and sexed. A tiny tran- 
sponder or microchip is then inserted 
under its skin. This gives the snake a 
unique numeric identity. Ifit turns up 
on future field trips, the biologists can 
follow its development. While our 
team fusses over the delicate proce- 
dure, our sharp-eyed doctor spots two 
more vipers, coiled less than a meter 
away. They soon receive the same 
treatment and are sent on their way. 


Thankfully, rumors of a writhing 
forest floor prove somewhat exagger- 
ated. Our eyes sweep the area as we 
walk, scanning above and below our 
heads, for snakes. It's a mystery how 
many Golden Lanceheads exist, but 
its numbers are low enough for the 
species to be considered at ‘extreme risk 


of extinction.’ While the Golden 
Lancehead thrives on Queimada, “A 
single fire could wipe the species out,” 


says Marcelo. “It would be lost forever.” 


In the past, extermination was the 
goal of some mainland locals, who 
dreamed of turning Queimada into an 
off-shore banana plantation. They set 
a series of bush blazes, igniting fires 
that took their toll on the snake popu- 
lation. This, together with a number 
of field trips, most notably in the 40s 
and 50s, lowered the Golden 
Lancehead population dramatically. 
Hundreds of specimens were removed 
for lab study. The snakes even suffered 
at the hands of a lighthouse keeper. 
In the ten years between 1914 and 
1924, this man became the most fear- 
some predator, killing over 500 
Golden Lanceheads. 


“It's too early to estimate the island's 
current population,” says Marcelo, 
“but we've logged 400 individuals so 
far, on this trail alone. By the end of 
the study, we'll have a better idea. 


What we usually find along the trail 
is one snake every ten minutes. That 
said, we’ve discovered where there’s 
one, there’s usually more.” 


Marcelo’s ten-minute-rule proves 
surprisingly accurate over the next day 
and a half, as we find another 30 or 
so vipers. But much to my disappoint- 
ment, I’ve yet to see any snakes in 
trees. At the end of the trail, in a sun- 
lit clearing, we come upon two Golden 
Lanceheads on the forest floor. Over- 
head I spy three more coiled in the 
sparse, spindly branches. High in the 
tree tops, they wait for dinner. The 
three snakes in the treetops are the last 
vipers I see before we hurry back along 
the trail to make it off the island be- 
fore sundown. 
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Chile 


A Story of Gold and Quicksilver 


Dr. Ralph E. Pray 


Chile can be a very —- 


1 
hilean smiles are for min- 


visit. Some of the biggest 


and pleasant country to 


ing engineers arriving in Santiago. 


For arrivals from the U.S. it’s a welcome change. Chile 
can look back on a long history of mining and has, today, 
one of the most progressive mineral industries in the West- 
ern Hemisphere. Chile was producing gold to finance 
Spain's wars almost one hundred years before the first pil- 
grim set foot on Plymouth Rock. Gold production has 
continued since about 1530. 

Coming from the States, where interest in mining is 
at an all-time low, Chile’s rich, old mining culture is like a 
first date, full of promise. I’m traveling from L.A. to exam- 
ine a large underground gold mine project for U.S. finan- 
cial interests. For me, working underground goes back to 
Pioche, Nevada. There, in 1946, fresh out of New York, 1 
worked as a teenage ore-car trammer. 

As we drive to the Chile gold mine one of the Chil- 
ean engineers asks if I'd like to see a trapiche operation. 
Its just off of the highway, processing ore from a small 
gold mine. This sounds like a good idea. I’ve seen, de- 
signed, or built just about every kind of ore-processing 
plant around, but never a trapiche. We stop off at Plante 
California a few klicks out of Illapel, between Santiago 
and La Serena. A simple open roof covers two large rotat- 
ing wheel assemblies, shiny wet with brown slurry. The 
lights are on, the motors humming. Two men running the 
plant greet us with smiles. 


Dr. Pray has degrees from the University of Alaska, 
where he was Territorial Assayer, and from the Colo- 
rado School of Mines. He is owner of the Mineral Re- 
search Laboratory in California and has mined, pros- 
pected, and consulted widely since 1946. 


I'm fascinated. One man shovels rock in the large 
concrete tub while the other squeezes mercury off of the 
amalgam plates with his fingers. Seeing the operation in 
all its simplicity, makes me wonder how I could have 
missed all this in over fifty years of mining work, travel, 
and study. 

Rooted to the spot, I watch for twenty minutes be- 
fore unlimbering the photographic equipment. My inter- 
preters work double-time to satisfy my curiosity. The video 
of the trapiche I shoot this first day has been shown in 
New York skyscrapers and mansions in Beverly Hills. 

On my daily trips to the mine I keep returning to this 
site as a visitor, or more precisely, as a student, to view my 
“discovery” one more time. While itS unique to me, its 
“old hat” to my hosts, of course, just part of everyday life. 
The plant processes over ten tons of ore every 24 hours. 
Pyrite, the glittering iron sulfide, sparkles in the rock. At 
different times someone shovels ore into the trapiche bowl, 
and periodically releases the slurry. Once the gold is re- 
moved, the slurry containing the finely-ground waste is 
drained out of the trapiche bowl, pumped uphill and dis- 
charged beside the plant. 

I climb the soft trail to the top and view the flat crown 
of the tailings with alarm. It is huge! Pacing it off along the 
built-up wall around the edges, I calculate the mass at sev- 
eral hundred thousand tons. The ground ore must go back 
many, many years. I've seen a few mills, centuries old, south 
of Santiago that used mule teams to turn the huge stone 
wheels. Is this the site of such a mill? I feel like I’m stand- 
ing on a history book. 


NUMBER 64, SUMMER 2001 


27 


My mind is 
racing. Can it 
be true? 


Standing atop this huge artificial mountain the big 
question I have is: what values remain in this vast heap? 
The man operating the trapiche is also the mine owner. 
He is leasing the plant to treat his ore. I climb back down 
to the plant and put the question to him. 

“How much gold is in the ore you bring in here?” 

“It assays eighteen grams.” 

That’ almost six-tenths of an ounce per ton. 

“What is your recovery?” 

“About half. The relave gets the other nine grams. But 
there’s nothing we can do about it. It’s the same old prob- 
lem with every trapiche.” 

“Some of your gold is in the pyrite?” 

“Yes, that’s the part we can’t get. The mercury can’t 
pick it up.” 

My mind is racing. Can it be true? I do the math; with 
gold selling for $270 per ounce, nine grams is worth $75. 
That’ gold sitting here going to waste. Taking just half of 
that value for the whole pile would be 11.25 million dol- 
lars for the first 300,000 tons. Methods of recovering this 
gold might be new in Chile, but not up north where I 
come from. 

Five minutes later I’ve climbed back on top of the 
relave with four sample bags. I take one sample where the 
pipeline spits out the slurry. An assay of this material will 
tell the story — if nine grams of gold per ton is realistic or 
just wild talk. I take three more samples of dry sand at 
different points, digging down just a few inches. If the 
surface samples assay as claimed, we can follow up later 
with auger samples taken through the thirty-foot depth of 
the mound. 

Just as I finish sampling, an associate of the trapiche 
owner shows up all agitated and wringing his hands. Hes 
worried about the samples I’ve taken. 

“Is there a problem with mercury?” I ask, realizing 
that this artificial mountain situated above the city, and 
above the river, is probably laced with mercury made even 
more toxic by reacting with sulfides in the ore. 

“I's a serious business,” he says, frowning deeply. 

“I didn’t know. I’m sorry. I'll dump the bags out.” 

“No,” he says kindly. “It’s okay to keep them.” 


Just back in L.A. after a thirteen-hour flight I rush to 
the lab and heat the furnace up to 2000 degrees for the 
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twenty-eight step fire-assay procedure. I then get to work 
on the high-priority four samples. The first sample assays 
just over 8 grams of gold per ton. All four samples to- 
gether average 5 grams per ton. This makes it worth going 
back with an auger to take deep samples. 

It may also be a good idea to look at other relaves. 
From the information I’ve been able to gather, there are 
literally hundreds of trapiche plants formerly or currently 
operating in Chile. Buying gold at each trapiche plant for 
cash, at a small discount, is something to consider. Min- 
ing Professor Claudio Canut de Bon, from the University 
of La Serena, knows much about trapiches and kindly fur- 
nishes me with many technical papers of value. I immedi- 
ately send off letters to fellow members of the American 
Institute of Mining Engineers in Chile, and to fellow gradu- 
ates of the Colorado School of Mines working in Chile. All 
this correspondence produces little of value. Mining engi- 
neers trained in the U.S. deem the trapiche too primitive 
to be useful. 

With equipment I’ve tracked down across the U.S. I 
come up with a project to recover the mercury and gold in 
Chile's relaves. First I design a plant to retort the mercury 
and roast the sulfides in the relave sands. This is followed 
by fine-grinding and agitation in cyanide to extract gold. 

With funding for the project provided by a New York 
syndicate, I return to Chile with a detailed agenda. Our 
group is large enough to require a minibus. First we visit 
the U.S. embassy, assorted banks, and meet with attor- 
neys, government functionaries, mine owners, mine co- 
op presidents, engineers, geologists, and business leaders. 
Then, additional meetings at university and analytical labo- 
ratories, and private research firms in Santiago. The travel 
and meetings take weeks. Business is conducted at a slower 
pace in Chile. 


Gold-selling is 
a, secretive 
business. 


In the meantime additional samples secured with an 
auger are sent to first-rate Chilean laboratories with a one- 
day turn-around. While this is going on I charter a Cessna 
to fly below the Andes escarpment. I’m looking for old 
relaves from long ago. Back on the ground I rent a four- 
wheel drive and head off to visit and sample each of the 
sites I’ve mapped from the air. Taken together the total 
quantity of relave material available to the project amounts 
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Homes built atop a relave 


to over five million tons. That's the upside. At the same 
time I’ve been forced to realize that not one relave con- 
tains much material that assays at over five grams per ton. 
Most, in fact, assay at about two grams per ton or less. 
Given the current low price of gold this does not bode 
well for the project. 

The despondency I encounter among the trapiche 
operators is, I think, linked to this low price of gold. The 
Chilean government, out of greed and a lack of good sense, 
places a heavy tax on the sale of raw gold. The small gold 
producers and trapiche operators get around the tax by 
selling to jewelers at just below market. My L.A. associ- 
ates repeatedly try to get in on this business in a big way. 
Brinks is standing by to transport bullion to a waiting U.S. 
refinery. But in Chile, gold-selling is a secretive business 
with its own cultural norms. The gold melts untaxed into 
the national economy. 


“They'll all die 
before they 
move.” 
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During this second trip to Chile I make a surprising 
discovery. What I had first taken to be dejection over the 
low price of gold, is not that at all. It has to do with mer- 
cury. After more than 400 years the gold-processing 
trapiches of Chile are being shut down by government 
edict. The reason? Mercury! Trapiche amalgamation plants 
have contaminated the environment with so much mer- 
cury that its now viewed as a national disgrace. The re- 
sult: Public health agencies, and other social forces, have 
pressured federal legislators to take action. Throughout 
Chile mercury poisoning of land and water is all but 
banned. This development just happens to coincide with 
my visits. 

In all this public and government outcry, no mention 
is made of air pollution. On any hot day a trapiche gold 
telave will exhaust toxic fumes of pure mercury into the 
atmosphere. The concentration is often measured in mi- 
crograms per cubic meter. I have brought a state-of-the- 
art “mercury sniffer” with me, that I rented from Arizona 
Instrument Company for $1,000 per month. A pump sucks 
in air across a gold gauze hooked to a resistivity meter. As 
I walk around a 300,000-ton relave in the Los Negritos 
District of Andacollo with owner Luis Donoso Garcia, we 
take readings of the invisible mercury vapor. 

“Look at that!” Luis says. “On a hot day I don’t want 
to be standing here.” 

I ask him about all those families living in houses 
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built on the relaves in nearby 
Andacollo. “Shouldn't they move to 
safer ground?” 

“They'll all die before they move.” 


In the end, I have to shift gears. 
The relaves are simply not rich enough 
to merit the expense, political or fi- 
nancial, required to extract the gold. 
But there is something else to do here. 
The trapiche plants are shutting down 
or converting to grinding plants ahead 
of froth flotation. The really important 
work for me to get involved with 
around the trapiches is either in clean- 
ing up the old relaves, or in removing 
mercury trapped in the slurries of 
working trapiches before it’s dis- 
charged. Cleaning up means writing 
grant proposals for millions of dollars 
and moving a lot of dirt. But working 
with freshly-lost mercury is a differ- 
ent ballgame. The slurry contamina- 
tion is in the form of flour mercury, 
particles so small their individual sur- 
face tension exceeds the energy re- 
quired to effect coalescing into larger 
bodies of fluid quicksilver. But 1 have 
another means of motivating these 
microscopic specks as they leave the 
trapiche, before any mercury arrives 
at the relave. Success in this, I am as- 
sured, will permit the resumption of 
gold trapiche operation throughout 
Chile. There is plenty of work ahead. 
The main task is to bring the mercury 
content of a trapiche slurry from a 
customary several parts per million to 
zero. 

A very attractive suggestion is 
made at the highest Chilean technical 
level that I do my investigation in 
Chile’ principal research facility with 
Chilean funding. I am presently do- 
ing the preliminary research in my Los 
Angeles lab with no outside assistance. 

With luck, I'll go back to Chile 
and continue the work there. 
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The 
T'rapiche 


= rea STs Ne Sent Cae Bestia “a. 
The maray was one of the first processing tools used in the New World. The round 
stone is rocked back and forth to grind gold ore thrown beneath it. This unit, in the 
little city of Andacollo, Chile, is still seen in use and has been for hundreds of years. 


In Chile, the trapiche (tra-peach-ee) method of milling gold ore dates back 
more than 400 years (1). The first trapiche, also known as a Chilean mill, is a 
stone wheel weighing two or three tons(2) rotating on an axle. The stone wheel, 
powered by mules, rolls in a circle over crushed rock, grinding it to a powder. 
Gold particles break out of the rock during the process. The 19th century work- 
ing trapiche shown in Photo 1, is a direct descendant of the 16th century appara- 
tus used in Chile, Peru, and Mexico to grind gold ore. 

An early improvement to the trapiche is the addition of a second wheel 
opposite the center post. Water poured in during the grinding makes a thin 
mud. The early wheels were probably used in the gold fields shortly after the 
1570s, simply to grind ore. The mud is flushed from the mill and agitated in 
water. The gold settles out, and the pulverized rock that’s left is washed away. 
The massive stone wheels used in these early mills can be seen abandoned in 
many parts of Chile. 


Very Early History 


The idea of using a carved rock wheel to grind ore was not born in the 
Americas. Long before the Spaniards arrived in Chile, the rotating stone to 
grind ore was widely employed in Europe. According to Agricola (3), writing 
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A 19th-century single-wheel, working Chilean mill. This trapiche has six replacement iron shoes on its grinding rim. The wheel 
hub is cast concrete. Note the blind-folded mules standing hitched to the drag-pole. Workers are unloading a hand-barrow of ore 


on the grinding floor. 


in 1556, there had long been water- 
powered grinding mills in the 
Carpathian region of Germany, cer- 
tainly before the discovery of the New 
World. These mills, shown as draw- 
ings in Agricola’ text, had hard-wood 
toothed-gear drives with wrought- 
iron axles connected to grinding 
stones. 

Perhaps some of this knowledge 
crossed the Atlantic with the early 
Spaniards. A letter dated July 25, 
1511, from King Ferdinand VII to his 
colonists in the New World says, “Get 
gold, humanely if you can, but at all 
hazards get gold."(1) 

Another early and very simple 
Chilean ore grinder is the maray. It 
dates from the first Spanish efforts to 
liberate gold from its vein rock after 
about 1570. The maray is a round 
boulder about two feet in diameter 
with two holes in the top. Wooden 
pegs driven into the holes are fastened 
to a long wooden pole. The boulder 
is set in a stone depression with ore. 
Men sit on either end of the pole and 
rock back and forth see-saw fashion, 
grinding the ore to a powder. Several 
of these primitive devices can still be 


seen in Andacollo, a small city north 
of central Chile, where they are used 
occasionally to grind high-grade gold 
ore. 

In 1557, Bartolome Medina intro- 
duced the practice of mercury amal- 
gamation into Mexico. From there it 
spread south (4), and the use of this 
liquid metal to capture Chilean gold 
came into widespread use. 


The Modern Trapiche 


The Chilean trapiche evolved, 
probably sometime in the early 1700s, 
into a faster-moving machine with iron 
tires doing the grinding. The metal 
bands were mounted on hollow 
wooden cylinders. These were filled 
with heavy rock to give them weight. 
Thick metal tires over seven feet in 
diameter(5) and two feet wide used in 
the early years were worn down by as 
much as 15 pounds of iron per ton of 
ore ground. 

The modern two-wheel trapiche 
swings on an axle powered by a 10 or 
15 HP electric motor. The mechanism 
rotates at 40-60 rpm, while the wheels 
ride free on their steel track. The thick, 
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work-hardened steel tire is six or more 
inches wide and is held in place by 
wooden wedges driven between it and 
the five-foot diameter wheel. Manga- 
nese steel may also serve as the sta- 
tionary working surface in the bowl 
base. After a few months of non-stop 
grinding hard silicate ores to as fine 
as 150-mesh (6), wear on the thick 
ring and the wheel rim require re- 
placement of these metal parts. 

Installations with ten or more 
trapiches currently operate in Chile. 
Ore hauled in by truck is usually 
dropped or hand-fed into a jaw 
crusher. From there, the minus-two- 
inch material goes by wheelbarrow to 
stockpiles between each two 
trapiches. This crushed ore is shov- 
eled over the lip of each bowl at the 
rate of 600-800 Ibs per hour, about 
ten tons per 24-hour day. 

One-man operations are not un- 
usual in single-trapiche mills. All op- 
erating installations are labor inten- 
sive. The wage of a laborer, working 
12-hour days, is about $200 per 
month. 

Grinding takes place between the 
rotating steel rim and the base ring 
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The modern trapiche with its long axle driven by an electric motor, has two freely-rot 
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ating grinding wheels which ride on short 


axles, The straps hanging over the lip of the basin hold the amalgamation plates submerged in the slurry. The edge of the wheel does 
all of the grinding. The feed method shown is typical. 


track, As the wheel rotates on its short 
axle, and spins around the bowl on 
its long axle, fines are generated be- 
neath it. The center of the wheel rim 
is limited to crushing ore as it rolls 
around. But the inner and outer rim 
surfaces also rub and slide on the base 
ring. As they go around, they effec- 
tively “smear” the rock beneath the rim 
in addition to crushing it. The wheel 
sides are designed to agitate the slurry, 
without splashing, so that fine par- 
ticles remain suspended and coarse 
material settles to the track. 


Amalgamation in the 
Trapiche 


Half-a-dozen 12 by 20-inch cop- 
per amalgamation plates, coated with 
mercury on the side facing the wheels, 
hang over the inside lip of the bowl, 
submerged in the slurry. Gold liber- 
ated, by grinding and suspended in 
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the slurry by agitation, is captured in 
the mercury film by amalgamation. 
Every few hours the operator removes 
and cleanes the plates one at a time. 
During clean-up the plate is rubbed 
forcefully with a hard rubber block. 
This pushes the amalgam off one end 
into a bowl. The plate is then 
sprinkled with fresh mercury, 
smoothed with a soft sponge, and re- 
placed in the trapiche. 

Surprisingly, all of these manual 
operations are almost identical 
throughout the country. 

During the grinding stage, sul- 
fides in the ore such as pyrite or arse- 
nopyrite can poison portions of the 
amalgam plate. When this occurs, 
fresh mercury may not readily adhere 
to the surface in those spots even af- 
ter cleaning. Grease and oil from 
around the mine can also coat mer- 
cury and interfere with amalgamation. 
To combat plate poisoning a mild 
ammonia liquid is often blended into 
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the plate after cleanup by rubbing 
briskly with the fingers. This reagent, 
added from a plastic squeeze bottle, is 
often simply the urine of the operator. 

Gold encapsulated in un-ground 
particles will not be attracted to the 
mercury. Gold occurring in sulfide 
minerals such as pyrite, arsenopyrite, 
or galena, will also generally remain 
with the host particle in the slurry and 
be discharged to waste. This is lost gold. 
Mercury leaves the trapiche loosely-at- 
tached to fine rock particles, and as flour 
mercury. This discharge, along with the 
lost gold, ends up in the relaves (re-lav- 
ez), the stacked tailings. 

Years of work with a particular 
ore has taught the operator how many 
hours are required for the best amal- 
gamation. When this optimum point 
is reached, the trapiche slurry is re- 
leased through a gate. A series of amal- 
gamation plates may line the discharge 
launder to capture additional values. 


Gold Recovery 


The amalgam scraped from the 
plates is squeezed in a wet chamois 
or fine-woyen cloth. Only mercury 
passes through the fabric. A double 
Kleenex layer may serve the same pur- 
pose. Ultimately, a soft, silvery ball 
remains in the fabric. This is finger- 
kneaded in the palm of one hand or 
in the bowl and tightly squeezed in 
the fabric to produce a hard ball. The 
result — an amalgam ball that con- 
tains about 30 percent gold and 70 
percent mercury. All the clean-up and 
gold-recovery operations I observed 
in Chile were done by bare-handed 
men in almost constant contact with 
liquid mercury. 

The amalgam ball may be retorted 
to recover both metals separately. A 
common practice in Chile is to burn 
the mercury off in a two-inch pipe 
fired with butane. Mill hands stand 
back from the invisible, toxic vapors. 
The gold is then melted and cast into 
a small, rough ingot for marketing. 


Other and Current Uses 


I find it most curious that, to my 
knowledge, there is not a single 
trapiche in the entire U.S. Of course, 
using mercury for amalgamation is 
now against the law in all fifty states. 
But Richards(7) describes the use of 
trapiches here in the early 1900s, 36 
of them operating as grinding units in 
one Utah plant, and others as far east 
as North Carolina. 

Looking at all gold recovery sys- 
tems in the world, Taggart(8) had this 


to say about the trapiche in the first 
half of the 1900s: “Upkeep was low 
and the machine, essentially fool- 
proof, It is adapted to inside amalgam- 
ation and is still used—and wisely— 
for some small gold mills.” 

For grinding alone, without 
amalgamation, Rickard(9) said the 
Chilean mill produced a product 80 
percent finer than 200-mesh in sizable 
installations. He observed that in the 
early 1900s dozens of Chilean mills 
were kept in operation alongside 
Krupp ball mills and similar grinding 
units in Mexico. 


The Trapiche Heritage 


The little city of Andacollo men- 
tioned previously, has been, for cen- 
turies, one of Chile's major sources of 
gold wealth. Trapiche relaves to forty 
feet in height dominate the city. Many 
homes are built on massive amalgam- 
ation tailings. Old trapiches, both op- 
erating and abandoned, can be seen 
around the city borders. From senior 
government officials in La Serena, the 
capital of the region, I learn that there 
are ten deaths annually in Andacollo 
alone due to mercury poisoning. 

The economic benefits from gold, 
in the millions of ounces, recovered 
by trapiche amalgamation in Chile are 
now being partially, and painfully, off- 
set by the recognition of environmen- 
tal damage. The U.S. embargo on Chil- 
ean swordfish meat is a case in point. 
These salt water fish are contaminated 
with mercury from rivers draining the 
western slope of the Andes. This run- 
off flows through the trapiche relave 
regions, and empties into the Pacific 
along Chile's 3,000 miles of coastline 
where it enters the aquatic food chain. 

These and other serious environ- 
mental consequences could seal the 
fate of the amalgamation trapiche, as 
it is known today in Chile. 


The amalgam ball from a Chilean trapiche 
clean-up. The product contains one ounce 
of gold. It is about 30 percent gold and 70 
percent mercury, 
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NATIVE LIFE’S MAIN OFFICE 


www.native-life.com 


In Ecuador: Foch E4-167 and Amazonas Ave., Quito. E-mail: natliiel @natlife.com.ec 
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® Mountain bike 
* 24 hour hot water rental 


The Orange Guest 
House 


CHARMING BED & BREAKFAST 


* IN THE HEART OF MODERN QUITO 
*8 ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH 
* SLEEPS UP TO 18 GUESTS 


¢ COMFORTABLE BEDS 


Foch 726 y Av. Amazonas 
P.O. Box: 17-1200599 


Fax: 593-2-569956 
Ph: 593-2-569960 / 221305 
E-mail: 
angermeyer@accessinter.net 
Web Site: 
http://www.angermeyer.com 
Quito - Ecuador 


aN 


AMAZONAS 


Thinking about learning Spanish? 
Come to Ecuador 
and get the highest academic standards 
and professional teaching staff 


* One to one and small group classes 

* Flexible schedules and reasonable rates 

* Study in our “Jungle Branch” and enjoy the Amazon 
* Special discounts for SAEC members 

* Licensed by the Ecuadorian Ministry of Education 

* Experienced Ecuadorian host families 


“AMAZONAS” SPANISH SCHOOL 


718 Jorge Washington and Amazonas Ave., Building Rocafuerte, 2nd. & 3rd. floor 
Phone & fax: (593-2) 504654, Phone: 527509 P.O .Box 17-21-1245 Quito - Ecuador 
www.ecua.net.ec/amazonas E-mail: amazonas @ pi.pro.ec 


a AdicionalServices  spagaa 
* Internat come, See, 
and stay with us 


special rates for SAEC-members 


e-mail: info@muniilingua.com / http: //www.mundilingua.com 


ECUADOR'S LEADING ECOTOURISM OPERATOR 


NATURE LODGES * COMMUNITY PROGRAMS * BIRDWATCHING 


i Re 9? 1c * DIVING * TREKKING * PHOTOGRAPHY 
"tn 


ecological adventures 


* SAE MEMBER DISCOUNT * 


Winuasarahe AMAZON * GALAPAGOS * ANDES 


Ecotourism Showcase 2000,and the 1997 ToDol Award for Socially 
Responsible Tourism. Highly recommended by members of the SAE! 


www .tropiceco.com 


Tel: (593-2) 225-907 or 234-594 Fax: 560-756 
Av. Republica E7-320 y Almagro, Edif. Taurus, Dpto 1-A, Qutio - Ecuador 
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A317& REINA VICTORIA 
PRONE: 545500 546086 
a: el_ choque@hotmail.com 


ECOTOURISM & ADVENTURE TRAVEL TOUR OPERATORS 


Since 1978, with stare ofthe art equipment and professional guides, 
guarantees you a reliable service at a reasonable price. 
TREKKING FTING—JUNG ETRIPS 
ixed departure dates: Inca Trail to Machupicchuwith llamas, 4 days/3 nights 
Weekly departures: Rio Apurimac rafting, 3 days/2 nights 
Mayuc Cusco 
SLE er aan Cone “ 
yall , BU. Box . Cusco—Peru 
~er he Email: mayuc@gendo.rcp-nst pe 
ttp://www.rcp.net.pe/MAYUC/ 


CULTURAL AND ADVENTURE 
TOUR OPERATOR 


@ Los Llanos wildlife tour 
@ Andes treks 


Tailor made trips 
Calle 24 #8-237 ido Telefdrico) 
Telefax +58-74-524075 & 524216, Merida, Venezuela 
E-mail: natoura @telcei.net.ve 
www .natoura.com 


HOSPEDAJE Yves Chemin 
Elena Medina 


CASA ELENA 


EI servicio que UM, exper aun provio eémeado. 
Su confort es nueira prioridad. 
Liiglish spokes, Francais part 


Av, Tullumayo No. 060 Tolofax 084-231363 - Cusco 
{Parte baja) E-mail: Chemingpterra.com, pe 


* Free Salsa and Cooking lesson 
One outdoor activity per week 
* Free Internet access 

* No inscription fees 

er erry 
ES aa 


Prices per hour: 


HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY: Ay. Colén 2088 y Versulles Spanish School 1- 29=$ 5,00 


FOOTPRINT for Latinoamerica tne ole che 


www. southtravel. coms 


30- 79=$' 4,75 
80- 99=$ 4,50 


LONELY PLAN ET e-mail; coolon@southtravel.com Quito-Ecuador-Sudamérica 100-140=$ 4,25 


SOUTH AMERICA HAND BOOK 


Machupicchu, Inca Trail, 


* Individually Taylored Lessons 


* Centrally Located 


Apurimac River Rafting, _ Tab AND, 4 thie Sarnutaten Hee 
Tambopata-Candamo o hes , : 
Fe, yy * Complimentary Salsa and Cooking Lessons 
ee » Complimentary Internet Access 
www.instinct-travel.com 35 
instinct@chavin.rep.net.pe COTOPAXI CREA hoe am Brie _ 
Procuradores # 50 Spanish School TA DRI IES EO ae 30 = 79 = $475 


Phone/fax: 051-084-233451 
Cusco - Peru 


Quito — Ecuador - Sudamérica 


Site: www.southtrayel,com 


$4.50 


e-mail: cotopaxi@southtravel,com - $4.25 
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MANU CHU PICCHU 
EXPEDITIONS AS MACHU PICCHU 


PUEBLO HOTEL 
Since 1991 


PERU'S MANU NATIONAL Way\\- | | CLOUD-FOREST GARDENS 
PARK AND HORSE- AT THE FOOT OF THE ANDES 


SUPPORTED TREKS IN Bie Cae 
THE PERUVIAN ANDES All different hillside village-like casitas Hotel. 62 


comfortable rooms. Fine handicraft setting, 2 large 
* eek eons * riverfront restaurants. Splendid view. Outdoor 
P.O. Box 606 Fax: (84) 236706 terraces. Choice international cuisine. Spring water 
Cusco Peru Tel: (84) 226671 swimming pool. Bird-watching. A 140 species Orchid 
E-mail: manuexpe+@amauta.rcp.net.pe Trail. Botanical garden. Campsite with toilets and 
hot-water showers. Next to the train station & 
helicopters arrival. 


CUSCO AMAZONICO 


CUSCO AMAZONICO 
PUEBLO HOTEL 


Since 1976 


AMAZONIAN 


Are you bored in town RAINFOREST 


on weekends? PUEBLO HOTEL SET 
So let's discover the Andean 


Lima life by hiking and aang 25,000-acre primary forest private Ecological Reserve. 
chanesene es natural ane Field Research Station; 15 km from Puerto Maldonado 
down the Madre de Dios River. 43 comfortable 2-bed 
native-made bungalows. Private bath. Porch, 
US$ 10.00 (one day). hammocks, mosquito netting. Filtered water. Fine 
US$ 15.00 (two days). food. Full board. Reliable English-guided forest tours 
and cruises. Checklist of flora & fauna. 


Price* per person: 


“Prices just include the hike. 


Lima - Peru MAIN OFFICE 
se irontaeo eee ee Jr. Andalucia 174 - Lima 18 - Peru 


TEL: (51 1) 422 65 74 - FAX: (51 1) 422 4701 
e-mail: reservas@inkaterra.com.pe 
http://www.inkaterra.com.pe 
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Yachana 
LODgE 
_ 


4. & 5-day 


(593 2) 237 278 or 237 133 


4 ~ te) 


Biking-Horse Riding 


CASA DE LA SERENIDAD 
Shamanic Therapy Center-Cusco 
Bed and Breakfast 
-Sacred journcys to all powerplaces including 
Machu Picchu, Amazonian Rainforest, etc. 
with shamanic ceremonies, rituals & 


~ Coca leaf readings 
- Hypnotherapy, regression, reiki, & more 
296A ‘Tanda Pata, San Blas, Cusco. 


Tel: (84) 22 28 51 
Email: ‘{loselven@hotmail.com 
Website:  wwwishamanspiric net 
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info@yachana.com 


-Rafting-Paragliding-Jungle-Galapagos 
Joaquin Pinto E4-255 y Amazonas Quito Telf. (02) 554 984 


| [ 


overlooking the beautiful 


Napo river in the 
Ecuadorian rainforest 
esponsible 


Promoting 
Eco-tourism. 


www.yachana.com 


ci natural regions galapagos 
coast 


andoan highlands 
amazon rain forest 


ed hamispheres, crossed by the Equator Line 


diverse country, small, friendly, and sate 


Jungle expeditions 
Haclendas 
Indian markets 
Colonial Art 
Trekking SHiking 
PERU & BOLIVIA and the reat of South America 
With reasonable prices, we will gladly service 
your individual needs small or large group needs 
Let us know your interests ... 
— uricio Baus 
Calle “A* Apt. 1A N44-143, Las Bromelias 
547 or (593-2)923 135 


e-mail: DRAUSS OLAL.SF 
www. magallansstravel.com 
Gurreo - €OVUAG OM 


Spanish at Feusconnection> 


YATE “SR. 


FRAGATA 


We are owners of the first class 
Fragata Yacht 


%* SAEC members receive 
special discount !I!!!! 
Telfs: (593-2) 509610 / $57261/ 09733821 
E-mail: yfragata@uio.satnet.net 
Visit our website at : 
http://www. yachifragata.com 


Tiewa verde 


One-to-One 
Spanish School 


STUDY WITH US FOR ONE HOUR, 
ONE WEEK OR ONE YEAR 
Intensive, individual classes 
For beginners to advanced 
Flexible schedules 
University trained teachers 
Official Diplomas 
Can arrange voluntary work 
Live with local families (three meals 
and laundry). 
Help with student visas 
Practice outside of the classroom, 
in a market, museum or small village. 


¢ School in Puerto Lépez (the coast) 
e Free E-mail service 
SAEC members receive 10% discount 


Coton 1001 & Jian Leon Mera t1h floor 
P.O Box 17-07-9519 Quite - Ecuador 
PhionesFiax +593 2 501271 
E-mat: lalenguachoy net 

Internet: vryviv 


la-lenqua Com 
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Latin America 
Airfare eXperts 


eXito 
800-655-4053 


- Consolidator tickets 
{from anywhere in the US or Canada) 
+ Save 20-40 % vs, Airline prices 
+ Specializing in South America 
(we don t do Europe!) 
+ One-year tickets 
{at a fraction of the normal price) 
+ Customized itineraries 
(visit 2-3 or more countries) 
- eXpert Staff 
(we have all traveled to South America) 
: Airpasses 
(Grupo Taca, Lan Chile, VARIG, etc.) 
+ Student Tickets 


inenle * ekk ing 


| For More info: 

USA/Canada 1-800-655-4053 / local: 510-655-2154 
Fax: (510) 655-4566 

e-mail: exito@wonderlink.com www: hitp://www.exitotravel.com 


eXito Travel, 1212 Broadway Suite 910, Oakland, CA 94612 


Hotel Plaza Internacional 


“Your Home Away From Home“ 
* Multilingual staff Panorama Travel 
* Private Bathroom Agency 


* Bar-Restaurant 
* Safety Box 

* Storage Room 

* Laundry Service 


* Galapagos, Jungle, 
* Indian Markets 

* National Parks 

* Extreme Sports 


SPECIAL RATES FOR SAEC MEMBERS 


Leonidas Plaza 150 y 18 de Septiembre. 
Telefax.:+ 593 ( 2 ) 524530 / 549397/ 505075 
http://www.hostalplaza.com 
E-mail:hplaza@uio.satnet.net 
Quito - Ecuador. 


GREEN WORLD ADVENTURES 


Travel Consultants and Tour Openitors 


Web: www galopagosislonds.com - 
Phone:593- 


INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS: 
Ay. Amazonas N24-236 y Colén. 
Telefax: 503 225 - 504 037 - 545 179 


E-mails: yuturil @ . 
pari yl icom, 
"\www.YUTURI.com 


TRAVEL AGENCY AND TOUR OPERATOR 
YATCH TIP TOP lt - YATCH TIP TOP ft 


Ecoiogical reserve on the south bank 
of the Napo river. Is located one hour 
boat trip from Coca. Yarina is an exellent 
birding area with much varzea and terra 
firme forest plus and area of secondary 
forest, characterized by such a variety 
and abundance of plants and wildlife. 


“Discover the incredible world that is 
Ecuador & Galapagos Islands” 


Sail in our Yachts Tip Top II & III. Explore the Amazon sleeping in a charming jungle lodge, trek 
through andean highlands with their snow capped volcanoes and visit country farmers, see hundreds 
of bird species with our professional guides, visit a working hacienda or an indigenous market. 


Mariscal Foch E7-81 y Diego de Almagro 


Phone: (693-2) 526-938 / 507-282 / 568-014 / Mobile: 09-856597. Fax: (593-2) 228-520 / 448-173 


E-mail: nwittmer@tiptop.com.ec 
Web page: www.rolfwittmertiptoptours.com 
P.O, Box: 17 - 07 - 8989. 
Quito - Ecuador 


We offer you the largest selection of 
quality boats, cruises and tours at the 
lowest prices. 

You'll find travelling with us like visiting 
Ecuador with your best friends 


E-mail: info@galapagosislonds.com 


2526-266 Phone-fox: 593-2-527-590 Mobile Phone: 593-9-736352 


Address:Robles and Amazonas Ay. Edif. 'Proinco Calisto", 3% floor, office 303 
Quito-Ecuador 
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REA 
ULTRAVIOLET 
IN SOUTH 
AMERICA? 
If you have knowledge 
of or have experienced severely 


gus aa ON 


"Tambopata Wildlife Reserve 


Puerto Maldonado 
- Lodge-30 rooms w/private bath 
~ Daily jet flights-30 minutes from Cusco 
- Wildlife, Birdwatching, Photo Safaris 
Bookings: Peruvian Safaris S.A. 
LIMA: Garcilaso de la Vega 1334 
Tel: 4-31-3047 or 4-31-6330; Fax: 4-328866 
CUSCO: Plateros 365 
Tel: 4-235342 
E-MAIL: wiry fea rep.net.pe 
WEB: http://peruviansafaris.com 


sunburned skin or sore eyes 
please contact: 
Jim Scanlon, 199 Canal Street #8, 
San Rafael, CA 94901 


jscanlon@linex.com 
leave msg 415-485-0540 


What is a 50 Kg rat? 


Volunteer Work Program. 
Calle yor nead 265 - Of.6 
- PERU 
Pone & moro 0051. 84 -226928 
mail: cuscospan@webcusco.zzn.com 
www.webcusco.com/cuscospan 


Why do palm trees walk? 
e How drunk can a sloth get? 


If you want to know the answers, 
and experience the wonders of the unspoilt 
tropical rainforest of 


NINOS HOTEL, 
CUSCO 


Beautiful hotel set in own 
courtyard, 5 minutes walk 
from Plaza. Hot water all 
day. Clean, comfortable and 
secure. Dutch owners. 
All proceeds go towards 
helping Cusco’ s street 
children. 
We will give you a tale to 


MANU NATIONAL PARK 


Contact us at PANTIAGBLLA we specialize 
in expeditions to Manu, providing a knowledgable, 
professional service, within everyones budget. 


Look also at this: 
10% discount for SAEC members on Manu tours 
special trips for BBRDWATCHERS 
TAILOR MADE TRIPS for you anywhere in Peri 


Calle Plateros 360, Cusco, Pert, Tel. 51 84 238323 Fax 51 84 252696 
e-mail: pantiac@mail.cosapidata.com.pe 
website: www.pantiacolla.com 


Tel: (51-84) 231 424 or 
email us on: 


ninoshotel@terra.com.pe 
web: www.targetfound.nl/ninos 


_ 9 Calle Meloq 442, Cusco 


Unique tours for groups 


Nf : 
a EXPLORERS mai | 


TOUR OPERATOR 


Suecia street #339 
Plaza de Armas 
Fax: (51) 84239669 
Te (51) 84-241070 


emaikexplorer@amauta.rcp.netp 
www.incaexplorers.com | 
Cusco - Peru il 
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NEWS 


SHORTS 


MOUNTING 
PROBLEM 


It’s a mystery, but the sad truth is 
that if George, a 3-foot long, 200Ib 
Galapagos tortoise cannot rise to the 


occasion, his species faces extinction. 


Known as Lonesome George to 
the many thousands of tourists who 
visit the Galapagos Islands each year, 
George poses an ongoing quandary 
to scientists at the Charles Darwin 
Research station on Santa Cruz 
island. For 20 years researchers have 
been successfully breeding giant 
tortoises. But not George, “We don’t 
know what to do,” says Solanda Rea 
“George just runs out of steam when 
trying to copulate.” Clearly George 
has a problem. Tortoise researchers 
know that the sex drive of a lustful 
male tortoise is so strong that at 
times he will try to mate with a large 
rock. In most cases this wouldn't be 
serious however Lonesome George is 
the last known member of his sub- 
species geochelone elephantophus 
abingdoni. If George, one of just 11 
types of rare tortoise, dies without an 
heir, his kind will be no more. 


In desperation, frustrated 
researchers have offered $10,000 
reward to anyone who can find a 
suitable mate for Lonesome George. 
This may not be easy. At the mo- 
ment, two females belonging to a 
close sub-species share his enclosure. 
George just isn’t interested. Research- 
ers speculate he may require a female 
of his own sub-species. Alas, there 
aren't any. If George can’t come to 


appreciate the charms 
of a reasonably close 
sub-species in the next 
120 years or so, it’s bye- 
bye sub-species. 


It goes without 
saying that whoever 
introduces Lonesome 
George to a sexually 
appetizing partner is 
going to make front 
page news around the world and pick 
up a cool 10 g to boot. It's probable 
that right now there are hundreds, 
possibly thousands, scouring nearby 
islands for just such a shelled slut. 


Members if you are thinking of 
joining the search for a siren tortoise, 
be aware that during the mating 
season the male utters a horse roar or 
bellowing, which can be heard over a 
distance of a hundred meters and 
more. Now where there a bellow, 
there’s a way. Clearly the male tortoise 
wouldn't be bellowing if there wasn’t 
something close at hand to bellow 
about. Its risky, but if you can find 
what’s causing the male tortoise to 
bellow and get it away from him with 
out injury, you might have what 
George needs to perform. Of course 
you might just have a large rock. Just 
an idea. 


If you do win the $10,000 for 
hooking lonesome George up, we'd 
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appreciate it if you’d mention the SAE 
for giving you the idea. 


p “108 ”~ 
1 
LAUY'S NIGHT 
Think New York is dangerous? 
Well how about Bogota, Colombia, 
which last year with approximately 


the same population racked up 2500 
murders—4# times as many as the Big 


Apple. 


So whose killing who in Bogota? 
Maybe it’s men killing men, or men 
killing women, but probably not 
woman killing anybody or hardly 
anybody. Anyway Bogota’s mayor 
Antanas Mockus thinks he has the 
answer to the city’ runaway crime 
spree: Ban all men from the city streets 
at night. 


Not everybody applauds the 
mayor’ novel crime fighting scheme. 
Mockus’s assurances, “that there is 
something about women that makes 
them more peaceful,” is not a view 
universally shared by Colombia's law 
enforcement community, Nonetheless, 
Mockus’s proposal—currently being 
studied by a team of lawyers—may 
well be tested. It's increasingly likely 
that a one-night curfew will take place 
where all men in this city of 7 million 
will be ordered off the street. 


On the other hand, there is 
opposition. Antanas Mockus has 
gained a reputation for his wild 
stunts. He has been known 
to moon angry crowds for 
example and once 
dressed up in a carrot 
costume. He married 
his current wife atop a 
circus elephant, 
prompting his 
detractors to label his 
crime fighting plan as 
yet another of his 
circus antics. 


El Tiempo, 
Colombia's leading 
newspaper, recently 
conducted a 
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tongue-in-cheek telephone survey. 
Respondents were asked: Will banning 
men from Bogota’ streets lower crime? 
Many thought it wouldn't; others 
thought it might. One woman thought 
it might encourage men to cook. 


\ iy 6 
PACKAGE 

Two hundred and fifty tarantulas 
and twenty scorpions found in a box 
at Bogota’s El Dorado International 
Airport are doing quite nicely after 
being unceremoniously dumped in a 
garbage can. Reports of the unusual 
discovery fail to mention who found 
the creatures, or more importantly 
how he/she reacted upon opening a 
huge carton of poisonous creatures. 
The news story does however quote 
Jorge Hernandez, a wildlife expert, 
who said that the beasties showed 
unmistakable signs of stress and 
dehydration. This is not surprising, he 
noted, since arachnids are found in 
tropical forests and only rarely in 
airport refuse receptacles. Still, he 
expected the critters to recover from 
their ordeal. 


Airport official speculate the 
arachnids (yes a scorpion is an 
arachnid, also) ended up in the trash 
when a smuggler lost his nerve and 
chucked the lot. The tarantulas with 
hairy bodies roughly the size of a golf 


Calle Plateros 325, 2° floor, 

Cusco - Peru - Latin America 

Tel: (51-84) 247836, 238245 
Fax: (51- 84) 222535 


ball and the scorpions had been 
packed in separate boxes and placed 
in a larger box. It looks as though they 
were headed for Japan, said 
Hernandez, a country where collectors 
willingly pay huge amounts for exotic 
creatures. 


Both the tarantulas and scorpions 
are currently recouping in a tempera- 
ture controlled room at the Technical 
Administrative Environment Depart- 
ment in Bogota. For several weeks 
now, they have been dining on 
crickets and worms and will be 
returned to their natural environment 
in the jungle shortly. 


SOME SPECLES WATCH THE FOREST 
FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE 


Welcome to your 
ecological niche. 


A UNIQUE SPECIES OF ECOTOUR 
(303) 838-9412 WWW.PERUNATURE.COM 


QF CUZCO - MACHU PICCHU - AMAZON - MANU 
WOW DLLILL SW - NVWHD NVHD - NVdIS - YOZvN 


tt 


LIMA - PERU 


English Spoken 
Travel Information 
Cable TV 

Spanish Classes 
Kitchen & laundry 
facilities 

luggage store 


$6 per person 


Inbetween 3rd & 4th blocks of Bolivar 
(Parque Ayacucho 126) Pueblo Libre 


Guest House 


MARFIL 
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The A, B, C’s of 
Hepatitis for the 
Traveler 


By Christine Ross and 
Dr. Andrew Schechtman 


Q: What is viral hepatitis and do I need to worry 
about it? 

A: The hepatitis viruses are viruses that attack the liver. 
There are many different varieties but hepatitis A, B, and C 
are the ones of most importance for the South American 
traveler. These diseases are highly endemic (high rates of 
infection) in South America. The illnesses caused by these 
hepatitis viruses can range from being totally undetected to 
causing liver failure and death. Both hepatitis A and B 
infection can be easily prevented in travelers by getting the 
recommended vaccinations and taking appropriate 
precautions while traveling. 


Q: How do people catch hepatitis A? 

A: Hepatitis A is transmitted through the fecal-oral 
pathway, which unfortunately, is just as unappetizing as it 
sounds. The virus is found in large amounts in human 
feces, which in unsanitary conditions finds its way into 
food or water often via a contaminated food handler. 


Q: How do I avoid getting hepatitis A? 


A: Avoid hepatitis A the same way you avoid any illness 
spread by contaminated food and drink. Drink only 
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bottled beverages or those purified with iodine or by 
boiling. Most water filters do not exclude hepatitis A virus 
(it is just too small). Contaminated ice can transmit 
infection (even if in an alcoholic beverage). Don’t eat raw 
shellfish, unpeeled fruit, or uncooked vegetables or salads. 
Take extreme caution when eating food or drink from street 
vendors. In addition to choosing your food and drink 
wisely, all travelers should be vaccinated against hepatitis A 
before departure. 


Q: Tell me more about the hepatitis A vaccine. 


Ai: The two dose series of hepatitis A vaccine produces 
immunity in 98% of those who receive it. It consists of a 
killed virus so there is absolutely no chance of catching 
hepatitis from the vaccine itself. The vaccine is appropriate 
for anyone over two years old and is given as a two dose 
series with the second dose given six months after the first. 
Most people have a good level of immunity within 4 weeks 
of the first injection. Therefore, try to get the first hepatitis 
A vaccine at least four weeks before you start your travel. 
Immunity is thought to last for at least twenty years and 
booster shots are not required. 


Q: I just found out I’m leaving in a few days. Is the 
hepatitis A vaccine still worth getting? 


Ai: Yes. For protection against hepatitis A until the 
vaccine kicks in (about four weeks), you should also 
receive an injection of immune globulin (also known as 
gamma globulin), Immune globulin consists of pooled 
antibodies from donated plasma. The antibodies are 
filtered and treated, thoroughly enough so that there have 
been no known cases of disease transmission in those 
receiving immune globulin. Nevertheless, it is expensive 
and sometimes in short supply. The best bet is to avoid the 
need for immune globulin by getting your first hepatitis A 
vaccine at least 4 weeks before you leave. 


Q: How would I know if I caught hepatitis A? 


A: Many people infected with hepatitis A virus never 
know it. In those who do get sick, illness usually begins 
about four weeks after infection with fever, tiredness, 
decreased appetite, nausea, and abdominal discomfort. 
Yellowing of the skin and eyes (jaundice) and dark urine 
are also common. There is no treatment for hepatitis A but 
those suffering from it should rest, eat a healthy diet, and 
avoid alcohol to hasten their recovery and prevent compli- 
cations. Most people recover fully within two months. 
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Q: Am I at risk for 
catching Hepatitis B while 
traveling? 

A: Hepatitis B is a highly 
contagious virus that, luckily, 
is transmitted in only a few 
ways. Travelers can only get 
hepatitis B in two ways. The 
first is by being exposed to 
contaminated needles or blood 
products, such as from tattoo 
needles, in unsanitary health 
facilities, or by receiving an 
inadequately screened blood 
transfusion. The only other 
way to catch hepatitis B is by 
having unprotected sex with 
an infected partner. To 
prevent sexual transmission, 
pick your new partners wisely 
and, if in doubt, always use a 
condom. 


Q: What can be done to 
reduce my risks of catching 
Hepatitis B? 


A: In addition to following 
the above precautions, there is 
an effective vaccine against the 
hepatitis B virus. The vaccine 
is specifically recommended 
for medical, dental, or lab 
workers and for travelers who 
anticipate high-risk sexual 
contacts. Also, those planning 
to take up residence or to 
travel for more than six 
months abroad should be 
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You never know what you may be 
faced with during a medical ¢1 

abroad. Medical care quali 

much around the world — wh 

a chance? tea 


“That's why medical a 
makes so much s 


may travel with you wherever you go: 


| © Worldwide 24-hour assistance 


~@ Emergency evacuation and’ 
repatriation. = 


© Medical teams and air ambulances 
on standby 


. Plus, many more services! 


Get your plan in force before your 
vacation. Call today to sign up and to 
request our FREE fact-filled booklet, 
Safety Tips for Travelers. 


Every hour of every day, we're here to help. 


Call 1-800-523-8662 


P.O. Box 11568, Philadelphia, PA 19116 
Tel: 1-215-244-1500 

Fax: 1-215-244-0165 

Email: individual@internationalsos.com 
Web site: www.internationalsos.com/enroll 


vaccinated. The hepatitis B vaccine consists of a three dose 
series, with the second and third shots given one and six 


months after the first, respectively. About nine out of ten 
people are immune after completing the series. 


Q: What about hepatitis C? 


A: Hepatitis C is spread in the same ways as hepatitis B. 
Unfortunately, there is no vaccine and preventing infection 
depends on avoiding exposure through taking appropriate 


precautions. 
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Q: What happens if I get infected with Hepatitis B 


A: The initial stage of illness is exactly like that described 
above with hepatitis A. Like with hepatitis A, there is no 
specific treatment. Unfortunately, unlike with hepatitis A, 


many of those infected with hepatitis B or C will have an 
ongoing, smoldering infection in their liver long after the 
signs of the illness have resolved. This can sometimes lead 


to severe liver problems down the road. If you think you 
may have been exposed to hepatitis B or C during your 
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travels, you may want to see your 
doctor to be tested. Treatment for the 
smoldering forms of hepatitis B and C 
is available but may not provide a 
cure. The best bet is to prevent these 
infections by vaccination and taking 
appropriate precautions. 
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Tropical Medicine and Traveler’s 
Health from the Tulane University 
School of Public Health and Tropical 
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the Ochsner Clinic in New Orleans, 
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degree in Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine from Tulane University. She 
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Doctors without Borders in Kenya and 
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Disclaimer : These recommendations 
are general and may not apply to 
every reader. Please consult your 
doctor for recommendations specific 
to your travel plans. 


E-mail medical questions to Dr. 
Schechtman at aschechtman@pol.net 


Although questions cannot be 
answered personally, a selection will 
be answered and published in future 
issues of the South American 
Explorer. 
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La Tola 


Founded in 1974 by the Salesian 
Order, La Tola provides Quito’ home- 
less with a place to sleep, basic food 
and medical attention. The shelter also 
offers social and religious programs 
for the growing numbers of poor who 
flock to the city in search of work. 

For 12 years the SAE has provided 
support to La Tola through donations 
by generous members of money, food, 
clothing, tools and volunteer help. 


While La Tola extends its care and 
services to adults, entire families, teen 
girls and street kids in need, the SAE 
has channeled its support to “ Ninos 
de la Calle.” This program is for some 
50 homeless street boys who struggle 
to eke a precarious existence shining 
shoes and begging. These young chil- 
dren of the streets are being taught ba- 
sic hygiene, reading and writing skills 
and given a chance to play with other 
children. What they need is smiles, 
attention and hope to break the cycle 
of poverty. 


The SAE has recently been helping 
out with La Tolas carpentry project. 
Money donated by members is used 
to buy lumber and tools. A skilled car- 
penter teaches the boys to make beds, 
chairs and tables. With skills learned 
in the La Tola workshop more ad- 
vanced boys are turning out high qual- 
ity cigar humidors. These are sold 
throughout Quito. Humidors will soon 
be available to SAE members! 
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Already six of La Tola’s street kids 
have completed their secondary edu- 
cation through financial help pro- 
vided by members. But there’s more 
to be done. A second group of six 
needs your support to get started. 


The economic outlook in Ecuador 
is bleak. Inflation is rampant Al- 
though contributions to buy food for 
the street kids are up 40%, this doesn't 
buy what it used to. We need your 
help and the help of other organiza- 
tions to continue the work. 


We thank all those who've given 
their support to La Tola over the years. 
We also thank all those who've been 
volunteering at the shelter, teaching 
basic language skills, English and 
arithmetic. Still others have giving 
freely and generously of themselves 
by taking the boys on weekend trips 
to the mountains and coast. For these 
young kids who’ve grown up on the 
streets of Quito these outings are the 
adventure of a lifetime. 


How can you help? Tax deductible 
donations can be made through the 
Ithaca clubhouse Also members com- 
ing to Ecuador are urged to bring used 
children’s clothes, shoes in small sizes, 
toys or even just some toothbrushes 
and paste. 


For further information please 
contact our Quito Office (Boz), 
Ithaca, or Diana Morris at 
dbmorris@pi.pro.ec. 
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Traveling !o Easter Island? 
Fascinated by this engmaiic island? 
Check us out! 


Rapa Nui Journal 
.uthe premiere source for Easter Island 
events and scientific studies 


Easter ind Feundation 


PO Box 6774, Los Osos, CASG412 


Contact us for a list of our Easter island publications 
Phone: @05) 528-8558; 
email. rapanuibooks@werldnet.aii.net 
ww. islandheritage.org 


‘Explore ‘Your World 


Peru Cultural journeys into the soul 
| ofthe Andes & Mundo Maya. 
| 
Natural discovery trips to 
Ecuador Amazon and Galapagos 
Distinctive Itineraries, Small 
Groups & Independent Travel 


Bolivia 


Costa Rica 


Guatemala 


1-800-344-6118 


; 
www.adventure-life.com 


Children 


‘Inti Wawakunaq Wasin’ (IWW) is a 
small NGO in Cusco Peru. This is its 
Quechua name. In English it translates 
as, ‘House of the Children of the Sun’. 


What can I say about Inti Wawa- 
kunaq Wasin? How can | bring it to 
life and show you how it works and why 
it does what it does? 

Inti is a Peruvian non-profit organi- 
zation and a registered US charity, 
Friends of the Children of the Sun, with 
headquarters in Minnesota. The brain- 
child of two tourists who visited Cusco, 
the idea goes back to 1994 but took 5 
long years of struggle to get going. In 
the end, a small group of inspired Pe- 
ruvians kept it alive. In February, 2000, 
Inti was finally able to rent three rooms 
just a few minutes walk from the Plaza 
de Armas. Now street kids have a place 
to go, a place where they belong. There 
is a bathroom, some games, music, 
classes and once a day, a simple meal. 
The dream has moved a giant step 
closer to reality. 

Inti’s street kids are anywhere from 
6 and 17 years old. All are homeless. 
Some have drug problems They walk 
the streets, beg and sleep in door- 
ways, under stalls in the market or 
wherever they can escape the cold 
and wet. 

Inti ‘s goals are many: to better the 
health of the children, improve nutri- 
tion, offer counseling, provide work- 
shops, hold out real hope of something 
better. 

I went to visit Inti Wawakunaq 
Wasin again last week. A little boy and 
girl around 7 or 8 immediately attached 
themselves to me, one to each arm. 
Swinging them round and playing with 
them I thought: Wow, these kids act just 
like kids. Why the surprise? They were 
kids! But the Children of the Sun are 
not typical. They haven't had much of 
a childhood. They’re little adults strug- 
gling to survive on the cold, wet streets, 
living from day to day. Yes, that’s right. 
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of the Sun 


They struggle. Of course, children suf- 
fer in our own countries, but on the 
streets of Cusco you see the reality of 
extreme poverty every day. And there 
is no system to help, no social wel- 
fare, no central or local government 
support. 

These kids are on their own. 

I've looked into the eyes of the 
children here who want to sell you 
postcards or sweets and I see a dark- 
ness and emptiness that strikes me 
deeply. My nephew, about the same 
age, talks and smiles and likes 
Teletubbies, toy trains and coloring 
and is loved by his father and mother. 
The nearest thing these kids get to 
hugs from Mom and Dad is when they 
huddle together in doorways at night. 

They smile to get tourists to buy a 
postcard or a packet of sweets. Some- 
times this smile turns to anger when 
they hear “No Gracias”. Who can blame 
them? We are millionaires compared to 
them—in many, many ways 

These children now have Inti 
Wawakunaq Wasin. I looked at the 
children playing, laughing, fighting, 
shouting — things children should 
do. And hey, smiling, too. 

So that is what I know of Inti 
Wawakunaq Wasin, the Children of 
the Sun. This is an organization full 
of love, with people who tell the street 
children every day: “You are not for- 
gotten.” I will certainly being going 
back again and again. And now that 
you know a little about these children, 
perhaps you will visit them when you 
come to Cusco. I’m sure you will be 
made as welcome as I was by the 
smiles, hugs and kisses from the Chil- 
dren of the Sun. 

Sarah Reeve 
Carmen Weick 


If you want to find out more about 
Inti Wawakunagq Wasin , please contact 
the Cusco clubhouse for further details. 


CUSCO 
CLUB NEWS 


Its been a long, slow, rainy 
summer. Everyone is looking forward 
to the sunny days and cold nights of 
winter. This is high season for the 
Cusco Clubhouse and, yes, we're 
gearing up to welcome member, old 
and new. 


We're still busy updating and 
reorganizing trip reports, maps and 
files. It's going to take a while yet, so 
please be patient with us whilst we 
answer your queries. 


Members, take note! The new 
regulations for the Inca Trail are taking 
effect. Gone are the days when you 
could just turn up in Cusco and get on 
the Inca Trail the next day. Travel 
companies are now scheduling 
departure dates days ahead. It may 
not be so easy in the future to join a 
group. Best book your trip in advance 
and of course now this has to be 
arranged through a licensed company. 
Of course, it’s true that, in Peru, new 
regs don't always go into effect when 
they're supposed and are sometimes 
enforced erratically. Still, better safe 
than sorry. 


Also, it appears that only 500 
people a day will be allowed on the 
trail. This figure includes porters, 


guides, cooks etc. so the 
upshot is that only about 250 
trekkers a day will get to go. 
More? The regulations require 
that entrance passes to get on 
the trail be purchased at least 
20 days in advance. So, 
friends, contact the Cusco 
clubhouse in advance to find 
our what agencies your fellow 
members recommend and 
reserve your trip ASAP. 


We look forward to 
meeting you all. Remember! 
You can always email us for 
help and advice in planning 
your trip. We are also always looking 
for volunteers in Cusco. If you have 
some time to spare and feel like 
helping us out for a while, just drop 
us a line and let us know. 


Sarah Reeve 


LIMA 
CLUB NEYS 


The sun is out and life is large in 
Lima! The past few months in the city 
have been scorching hot, and many a 
traveler has entered the club sunkissed 
(or sunburned, as they case may be!). 


The club itself has been hopping 
with good energy and new projects. 
One of the most exciting is the new 
Explorers Volunteer Resource Desk, 
which hosts an ever-growing collec- 
tion of organizational contacts and job 
descriptions in Ecuador and Peru. 
Many thanks to Cecilie Wessel for her 
hard work and dedication in organiz- 
ing this project! 


Also in the works are plans for the 
Lima City Tour series, which will 
begin this June. Want to know more 
about history and unknown treasures 
in the City of Kings? Make plans to 
attend one of our weekly tours while 
in Lima! We thank Tilak for all of his 
hard work on this project! Also, 
coming along is the Peru Ruins 
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packet, which will highlight lesser 
known ruins in Peru and a Disease 
and Vaccination bulletin, accessible 
on-line... so members can schedule 
shot days before visiting Peru! A 
super thanks to our new volunteers 
from Germany, Max and Anna, for 
their work. 


There's more!! The Lima club- 
house is launching a SKY MILES 
DRIVE to collect frequent flyer miles 
so our dedicated managers can visit 
home one time per year. Please, if 
you have frequent flyer miles with 
American Airlines, Delta, or 
Continental (COPA) contact the 
clubhouse directly to make a 
donation, All donors will be duly 
honored on our webpage and in club 
news! 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCE- 
MENT: Max and Madeline are the 
two kittens we just adopted from 
Amigos de Animales, the local 
equivalent of the Animal Humane 
Society. Staff and members dote over 
Max and Madeline as they zoom 
around the house in search of warm 
laps! The animals can also be seen 
bouncing around Tim Currie, former 
club manager and current volunteer, 
or is it Tim who is actually bouncing 
around them? 


The presidential Campaign is 
now in full swing. The latest 
contenders appear to be Garcia 
(APRA candidate and past president 
from the1980%), Toledo (past 
candidate representing SOMOS 
PERU), and Lourdes (a woman who 
is running independently with the 
support of many Fujimori backers). 
Other than political graffiti and 
random parades, the pre-election 
activities seem to be rather peaceful. 
Keep checking our website for 
updates! 


We send a warm Thank You to 
Bruno Bonierbale for all of his hard 
work and dedication to this club 
over the past year. He still drops by 
the Club every so often around 
lunchtime but we miss his daily 
spark of good energy! 
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Finally, many thanks to members 
who have brought handcarries to us 
from our Ithaca office! Your efforts 
keep this club alive! 


Until July, 
Tamara Houston 
Manager 


QUITO 
CLUB NEWS 


Its been a crazy few months what 
with all the staff comings and goings, 
holidays and new arrivals, but we’re 
hanging in and enjoying the heat and 
sunshine. The great weather has come 
at last. 


So what's new? Well, first our 
assistant manager Alicia left the 
country for some post-thesis R and R 
in Europe. She was followed by long 
term volunteer Linette who also 
fancied a little je ne sais quoi and flew 
off to France. And then Simon decided 


Angermeyer’s 


he needed a quickie trip home to the 
UK to stock up on Marmite and fish 
and chips.... Who knows? Maybe 
they're planning to open the EEC 
(European Explorers Club, not to be 
confused with the famous Euro Toffs 
based in Brussels!!!). 


Those of us left behind bravely 
held the fort, working long hours to 
create the great new Trip Report 
database. Listen up, Members! You 
can now type your trip report directly 
into the database. And what a 
database!!! Its searchable. It’s true! 
Type in Vegetarian and Galapagos and 
Boat and ...well you know what you'll 
get? Every vegetarian boat owner in 
the Puerto Ayora. 


Still a BIG problem remains. This 
great new Trip Report Database will be 
in demand, by members wanting to 
type in their trip reports, and other 
members who want to search for 
vegetarian boat captains. Fights will 
break out. Tempers will flare. 
UNLESS....we can get some donations 
of laptop computers. Here is a 
magnificent opportunity for a 


generously inclined benefactor to earn 
our eternal gratitude. 


Boz is seeking new recruits for the 
Nomads, the Quito Rugby Football 
club he started last year. Already the 
Nomads have played an Argentinean 
team and been north to play in the 
Colombian 7s too. If you play and are 
coming down remember to bring your 
boots — all welcome, ladies too!! 


The club continues to support the 
La Tola boys shelter (more details in 
the La Tola report) and thanks 
everyone who kindly sent shoes, 
clothes, pens and such to help. 


Hark! Hark! We will greet, meet, 
and bring in from the airport all those 
generous souls who handcarry in 
those much needed books & maga- 
zines from the States. yes, a FREE ride 
in from the airport!! Please! If you can 
help let us know in plenty of time. 

Boz and the Crew 


oplt 


See ya all here soon 


* Galapagos Cruises 
e Jungle Expeditions 
* Highland Trekking 


* Birdwatching 


¢ Cultural and Archeological Programs 


* Walking Tours 


* Tourist Class Hostal: "The Orange Guest House” 


Enchanted Expeditions 


Guaranteed fixed departures for individual travelers on mainland Ecuador. 
Weekly departures to Galapagos, indigenous markets, Cotopaxi National Park (seat in car rates). 


Foch 726 y Av. Amazonas 


P.O. Box: 17-1200599 


Quito - Ecuador 


Fax: 593-2-569956 Ph: 593-2-569960 / 221305 
E-mail: angermeyer@accessinter.net 


Web Site: http://www.angermeyer.com 
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TIPS 8 
NOTES 


The 2002 Calendar? Sure it’s a little 
early but why not? It just so happens 
we have the 2002 magical Machu 
Picchu Calendar in stock right now. 
Why? It’s a long story. Still, the fact is 
you can snap up one, two, three, or 
more of this absolutely splendid 
calendar(the best yet), and when 2002 
rolls around you'll be ready to bestow 
the right gift on your deserving pals 
and cronies. 


Think this calendar might not be as 
beautiful as we claim? Order one now 
and check it out. You'll be ordering 
more later on. 


Anyway, we're glad to have this 
calendar this far in advance since we 
were a bit late in touting the 2001 
calendar. It won't happen again. Order 
now. 


Patagonia—Flash Visit 


Just last year the trip to Calafate 
from Buenos Aires meant flying to 
gloomy Rio Gallegos, then transferring 
to a bus for the one hundred and 
ninety mile ride over a bumpy 
backwoods road. 


All that’s changed. You can now get 
to El Calafate direct, thanks to a 
spanking new airport. Bypassing Rio 
Gallegos planes from Buenos Aires, fly 
into El Calafate for as little as $298 
round trip not including taxes. Trips to 
Perito Moreno, Glacier, Fitz Roy, 
Cerrro Torre, and other sites in 
Argentinas mammoth Glacier National 
Park are within easy reach as well as 
trips across the border into Chile to 
visit Torres del Paine also known as 
the Jewel of the Crown. 


Flights by Aerolinias Argentinas 
and Lineas Aerolineus Provadeus 


: 


Argentinas put down in Trelew, 
famous for its Welsh heritage and 
proximity to the penguin rookeries 
and whale colonies near Puerto 
Madeyn and the Valdez Peninsula. For 
those going further south; there are 
connections to Ushuaia in Tierra del 
Fuego. 


Personal Toilet 


We aren't selling the Kant Wate (get 
it Kant Wate/can't wait?) portable 
personal toilet for commuters, 
truckers, outdoor sportsmen, and 
family travelers and countless other 
who have to go number one or 
number two or both. Why aren’t we 
stocking such a useful item con- 
structed of contoured plastic, with 
attachable plastic bag filled with 
sanitizing gelling powder designed for 
easy use, disposal and storage? 
Because each Kant Wate kits are only 
available online. 


Want to know how you can get 
your Kant Wate kit with reusable cups 
molded to fit the male and female 
body for only $19.95 apiece? Call 1- 
800-386-5050 or check out: 
www.kantwate.com 


World Arch Database 


Sure, you'd like to be able to locate 
all the natural arches on your next 
trip, or track down arches by size, © 
location, rock type, land ownership, 
so you can get the most out of a 
natural arch once you've found it. 
Well who wouldn't? Photographers 
will find the World Arch Database 
extremely useful because each arch is 
given a photographic rating. Geogra- 
phers, and other scientists who study 
these natural phenomenon are certain 
to praise the site. 


Do we recommend the World Arch 
Database? Well actually, no. The sad 
truth is that the database contains no 
South American arches at all—not 
even one. Does this mean there aren't 
any? No! There are natural arches all 
over S.A, In some places along the 
coast in Chile there are so many 
arches you feel like you're walking 
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through the rib cage of a vast whale. 
So what gives? Alas, it’s a newish 
database. In time, they're certain to 
remedy this grievous omission. In the 
meantime members are urged to help 
out. Supply information on natural 
arches to this website and you'll be 
credited with an arch “discovery” in 
the database. You'll also be credited 
for any photos you send in. 


Aching to report an arch? Click on 
stonecanyons.com or call 1877-786- 
6296. Arch you glad we told you 
about it? 


Odyssey Travel 


First there was Judge Crater, then 
Jimmy Hoffa, now there’s David 
Landes. What happened to David? We 
don’t know. One day he was there, the 
next, gone. Did he call up to warn us? 
No. We heard nothing until members 
started phoning in with “What 
happened to David Landes? Why 
doesn’t Odyssey Travel answer the 
phone etc.” So we called ourselves 1- 
800-395-5955, and sure enough there 
wasn't any David Landes on the other 
end of the line. Just a recording of 
David and not all that informative 
either. At first there was a suggestion 
that whatever was the matter was 
temporary. In the next recording, 
whatever was wrong sounded 
decidedly more permanent. In the 
most recent recording... well... it 
doesn’t look good. When you dial 1- 
800-395-5955 you get a recording 
that goes: 


Ring ring ring ring ring ring! This 
is David Landes at Odyssey Travel. 
Effective immediately, I am suspend- 
ing all activities of Odyssey Travel. I 
will try and finish up bookings that 
are in process, however. If you need a 
ticket for South/Central America 
please call Mena directly, 1-800-536- 
6362, and ask for John or Nelly. 


So that’s it. Now you know 
everything we know about Odyssey 
Travel and David Landes. If you find 
out more, call in. 
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In Vein 


Skip over this item, and it could kill 
you. 


We're talking about that killer DVT 
(Deep Venous Thrombosis). Without 
getting too technical heres what 
happens. Say you're flying to Quito, 
looking out the window and thinking 
about whether you'll have the beefsteak 
with vegetables or chicken with rice. 
Suddenly, with no warning, you are 
gripped in the vise of unbearable pain. 


Unbeknownst to you a hideous clot 
has been forming just below your knee. 
Its blocking life-sustaining blood from 
circulating freely throughout you're 
system, bringing nutrients to the cells, 
absorbing carbon dioxide, killing germs 
and doing all the things you learned 
about in biology class. Worse. If that big 
clot breaks off it can travel through the 
blood stream and lodge in the brain, 
lungs, heart or other area and cause 
severe damage. When that happens 
there’s a good chance you'll be dead 
before drinks are served, an embarrass- 
ment to the airline, a nightmare to the 
family in the adjoining seats. Even 
worse its your fault because you could 
have avoided DVT and been able to get 
off the plane by yourself. 


DVT is also known as the couch 
potato’ ailment. So do yourself a favor. 
On long trips here's what you should 
do: find a place to lie down and 
elevate your legs five to six inches 
above your head. If you just happen 
to have an anticoagulant with you, 
pop it now. Even better if you can get 
your hands on an elastic stocking, 
pull it on making sure the top of the 
stocking is about 2 inches below the 
knee or groin. If you can't do any of 
the above, get up and wander about 
the cabin. 


Diving Brazil 


Member Thomas Kozo passes on 
the following information: 


“ Trying to set up a dive/travel 
trip in Brazil? I was felicitously 
referred to Isabell Cortes (isabel 
@megaworld.cc) who helped me set 
up a trip using the Brazilian airpass 
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that allowed me to dive in Recife and 
Fernando de Noronha and visit Sal- 
vador as well. All this was done very 
efficiently and for a very reasonable 
price. I highly recommend them to 
travelers to Brazil as well as scuba 
divers. 


Oils well that ends well 


When the oil tanker Jessica ran 
aground and started leaking fuel oil off 
San Cristobal island in the Galapagos, it 
looked like another Exxon Valdez 
disaster. The oil slick that developed, 
soon spread over nearly 1,000 square 


Biological reserve located 
after a five hour boat trip 
from Coca in the Napo river. 
Yuturi is surrounded by an 


impressive primary terra firme 
forest, with over 400 species 
of birds. 

Yuturi is considered as one 
of the major birdwatching 
sites of the ecuadorian jungle. 


miles of ocean water. But in the end, the 
large scale devastation that, at the time, 
seemed likely did not occur. Not only did 
the Jessica carry much less oil than the Exxon 
Valdez, but circumstances favored a more 
fortunate outcome— fully one third of the oil 
was recovered and much of the rest quickly 
thinned out and evaporated in the tropical 
sun. 


Nonetheless, scientists and others called 
in, at considerable cost, say that constant 
monitoring over three to four years will be 
necessary to determine the full extent of any 
long-term harm to the area and the animals 
that live there. 


Bradt Travel Guides 


Far and away the best for South American explorers 


Feuador, Peru 
ani Bolivia 


or contact us for a catalogue 
Bradt Travel Guides 


19 High Street, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SLO 9QE England 
Tel: +44 1753 893444 Fax: +44 1753 892333 
Email: info @ bradt-travelguides.com 
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by Daniel Buck 
SAMUEL 


Our guest columnist is Samuel, no 
last name, an entrepreneurial English 
shepherd. In the late 1800s, he and 
nine companions drove an immense 
flock of sheep, an ocean of sheep, 
through Argentine Patagonia, from the 
banks of the Rio Negro south to 
Puerto San Julian on the coast of Santa 
Cruz, a distance of roughly 1,000 
miles. Samuel's undulating, wooly 
army, pittering over the Patagonian 
steppes, must have been quite a sight. 
For the animals themselves it was a 
travail. They began 9,900 strong, but 
more than 4,100 fell along the way, 
mainly from lack of water. Even so, he 
turned a profit and banked 700 
dollars, a tidy sum in those days. 


Samuel lived off the land, hunting 
guanaco, rhea, wild horse and cow, 
and even a fat mule, which he 
declared “tasted very well.” It goes 
without saying that he consumed a 
fair amount of mutton. 


Several months after delivering his 
charges to Puerto San Julian, Samuel 
had crossed over to Punta Arenas, in 
Magellanic Chile, where he had taken 
up a new post at a sheep estancia 
owned by “Messrs Hamilton & 
Saunders,” undoubtedly John 
Hamilton and William and Thomas 


Saunders, who had come to Patagonia 
in 1885 from the Falkland Islands. 
They also owned properties in Santa 
Cruz, near Rio Gallegos. (Michael 
Mainwaring mentions Hamilton and 
the Saunders brothers in From the 
Falklands to Patagonia, his 1983 book 
on the early days of sheep raising in 
southern Argentina.) 


From Punta Arenas, Samuel posted a 
letter to his brother and sister, who 
were presumably in England, recount- 
ing his experiences. His letter is 
reprinted below. Samuel's command of 
his native tongue was wobbly and his 
punctuation, careless. With the 
exception of a few bracketed annota- 
tions, chiefly on geographic terms, the 
letter is reproduced as Samuel wrote it. 


Chile 
Casa de la Puertado, 
10" January 1891 


Dear Brother & Sister, 


You would learn from the letter that I 
sent to John that I had arrived at Sandy 
Point [Punta Arenas, Chile] all right. I 
said in my last letter that I would be able 
to tell you something of wild and hard life 
after the journey. Well, to begin with — 
On the evening of 17"" December, 1889 as 
the sun was setting we enter on the Track 
betwixt Rio Negro [the river in the 
Argentine province of the same name] 
and Valehate [Valcheta], that is an Indiar, 
Settlement. The distance from Rio Negro 
to Valehate is 96 miles. We halted at 10 
a.m. on the 18", resumed the march at 4 
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p.m. when it got a little cooler as the days 
was very hot. Halted at 10 at night. 
Started again at 2 in the morning of the 
19" — halted at 9 a.m., every man with a 
tired horse. We had then travelled 27 
miles and arrived at a valley called 
Igialieha [Gualicho], which means Devil’s 
Valley. There was 9 of us with the sheep, 
which were 9900, they were divided in 3 
flocks of 3300 each. I was in charge of the 
middle flock — I had 2 Indians to help me. 


When we started from Rio Negro we 
each provided outselves with 4 bottles of 
water, which was intended rations for 1 
day as the cart that carried the water was 
to reach us on the evening of the 18". 
Well you can guess how we looked at each 
other on the 19", when the sun was 
scorching and our horses.too tired to 
carry us back to the river, when every 
man felt as if he could drink a bucket full 
of water. It so happened a man with a 
cart, who had been trading with the 
Indians, came along and had brought a 
good supply of water for himself and his 
men so they gave us a little of theirs. Our 
own cart arrived at us in the afternoon 
but we had to encamp in the valley until 
the afternoon of the 20" when we were 
supplied with fresh horses. We got 
through the valley on the 21*. 


On the 22" we travelled 5 hours but 
could not travel any further with our 
horses because they were tired. Some of 
the horses were lying down and rolling 
every 100 yards with pangs of thirst. On 
the evening of the 22" we got a fresh 
supply of horses and in the morning of 
the 23", travelling slowly as the sheep 
were very weak, we resumed the march 
after siesta. When I removed the sheep to 
march, after the sun went down a little, I 
found a lot had died of thirst. On the 24" 
travelled slowly in the morning and 
afternoon. In the evening got another 
supply of horses then travelled all night. 


At daybreak on the 25" we arrived at 
the Spanish Laguna Verde which means 
Green Lake. There I had a splendid 
Christmas breakfast of saltish water, then 
on the 26" in the morning I was helping 
with the last lot of dying sheep. Got then 
to within 1 mile of water before siesta and 
could not get them further. In the 
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afternoon resumed the task of getting 
them to water. The loss in that was pretty 
heavy for of 600, we only had 200 in the 
afternoon. In the last 2 days of travel 
towards the laguna Verda we were 
leaving sheep all along the track. In those 
7 days were our greatest hardships. We 
never had more than 4 bottles of water 
for 24 hours and our food was mutton 
alone without salt and never more than 
half cooked. 2 horses went mad when 
they tasted the water other 2 died on the 
Track another was so far gone that he lay 
till the birds picked all his head, but he 
lived afterwards. I was fortunate not to 
lose any in that march. It was rather 
pitiful to see the sheep the last two days of 
that long march as they were completely 
tired and dying of thirst. 


Thad to ride to Rio Negro again on the 
27" along with another of the Company 
to look for more workmen as the men we 
had were only engaged for that march. 
On my second crossing the Travesa I 
called to see the Devil’s Den which is 
situated on the North West side of a salt 
lake [Salina del Gualicho] at the South 
side of this valley. The description of his 
den. His flagstaff was about 1 feet high 
his banner a pure red. | think he must be 
fond of smoking as there was a good 
supply of Tobacco, Matches and Cigarette 
paper &ce. I spent the first of 1890 
among the Indian huts on the Island of 


“Ferritorio Senta ‘Cruz. “Ovejeros 
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Chocla Choel [Choele Choel, an island in 
the Rio Negro, northwest of Viedma]. 
Had my New Year supper in the Hotel de 
Gregoria in the town of Chocla Choel. We 
had a fine supper, 4 courses and a desert 
of cake. 1* course — Plate of Soup. 2" — 
Boiled Beef. 3" — Roast of Guanaco Meat. 
4" — Roast Horse Beef. So you generally 
get a good feed once a year: 


The Indians here are very supersti- 
tious. There have been a lot of men lost in 
that long Travesa from Rio Negro to 
Valehate through horses tiring or getting 
sick or such like accidents and the Indians 
are of opinion that a Passer who will not 
give a present to Igualicha, that he takes 
themself instead, so they supply him with 
Tobacco &c in their passing to and from 
Rio Negro from Valehate to Chubut. That 
is the second Settlement which is a Welsh 
Agriculture Colony. We were not so badly 
off. We had 2 long marches with the 
animals without water, first one 74 miles 
from an Encampment called la Arroy 
Verda [Arroyo Verde, in southeastern Rio 
Negro, near the border with Chubut], the 
second 60 miles from an Encampment 
called Piechalon [possibly Pichalao, near 
Cerro Pichalao] to Chubut. In both of 
these marches we found small springs 
that had sufficient water for ourselves 
and the horses we had in saddle and the 
weather being a little colder, the loss in 
the sheep was not so great. 
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The country is very barren and rocky 
from Rio Negro to Chubut. There are 
plenty of Guancos, Ostrich, Wild Horses 
and Cows but we could not run them 
among the rocks — from Chubut south the 
country is better. We had several fat cows 
I fat Colt and plenty of Ostrich, Guanaco 
and 8 or 9 Pumas or Lion as they are 
called here. A fat Ostrich is very sweet 
eating, Guanaco meat is almost like cow 
meat. Pumas are generally fat and are to 
my taste very sweet eating. I had a good 
feed off a fat Mule that was 7 or 8 years 
old — it tasted very well. We left Chubut 
on the 15" of May and arrived in 
Sanjulian [Puerto San Julidn, on the coast 
of the Santa Cruz province] on the 21* of 
August. We passed the winter on the Track 
marching, sleeping in the shelter of a bush 
when we could find them. The cold was not 
so bad as the thirst, although I found no 
comfort in either. 


The distance from Chubut to 
Sanjulian is about 400 miles. Our total 
loss of sheep is 42 per cent. I don’t know 
the exact loss of horses and mares. I only 
lost 2 mares and 1 colt. I have left my 
sheep with one of the Partners at 
Sanjulian on condition he takes the wool 
and I get the Increase, but I would rather 
sell all and take a troop of riding horses 
to a Colony in the Andates [Andes] called 
Corcabado [Corcovado, a valley in 
western Chubut, south of Trevelin] to see 
the hand there so that 
I might choose the best 
place to settle as I 
believe. Corcobado is a 
nice place. I don’t 
intend to lose in my 
trading. My sheep cost 
me 1 dollar and 3 
Cents and I am now 
offering them for sale 
at 11 shillings. I don’t 
sell in Argentina 
money nor in Chile 
moneybecause the 
Exchange is so high. 
The Soverign here at 
present is worth 20 
Argentine Dollars. I 
have exchanged it at 


that rate. I have sold my worst horse at 4 
pounds, my next worst at £8. Iam now 
offering another for £11. I took care to 
sell the oldest and worst first. The 2 I 
have sold and the 1 I now offer for sale 
cost over 67 Argentine Dollars. The 
Mares and Colts cost 15 Dollars which I 
lost. I think I will leave you to reckon up 
now as I know you are a better hand at it 
than I am. 


Now as regards to my present 
situation and state. My present situation 
is a new establishment of Messrs. 
Saunders & Hamilton, who are part 
Owners in the animals we brought from 
Rio Negro. I am at present looking after a 
lot of Rams that had to be kept on the 
land to hold it. I have about 7 hours work 
in the day with the exception of an odd 
day now and again. I work very hard, 
cooking big dishes for myself and then 
eating them. I have spent a lot of my time 
hunting this last month. It has been a 
paying amusement as it is breeding 
season with Guanacos. The skins of 
young ones are worth 19 shillings the 
Mantle, it takes 13 for a Mantle. I have 
caught 35 young Ganacos. My wages are 
£6 a month. I am all alone at present but 
I have got a neighbor close by. He is only 
16 miles from me. They are going to take 
the Rams away and send me a flock of 
sheep likewise a man to help me to look 
after them. I think I am better off here 
than I could be a home, when I consider 
my wages and interests of my sheep and 
4 breeding mares. I have 1 horse Colt 
ready for taming and 2 Mares 5 Riding 
Horses and 700 Dollars at 6 per Cent 
Interest, I think I will have to finish. 
Hoping you are all well as this leaves me 
at present. 


Your Affectionate Brother Samuel 


My Address 
c/o John Hamilton Esq., 


Sandy Point, Straits of Magellan 
CHILE, 
SOUTH AMERICA, 


SCANDIA TRAVEL 


UNLIMITED 


76 Gough Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 
e-mail: 
michelle@scandiatravelsfo.com 


Lowest prices 

to all of Latin America 
from anywhere 
in the U.S.A. 


New Visit Peru Passes 
available 
Ask about our 
Mercosur Passes 
(mileage based) 
Low 1-year tickets 
also available 
Phone : 
1-800-536-4359 


FOR THE ADVENTURE OF A 
LIFETIME 


FOR MORE INFO.:, CONTACT: 
LUIS ALBERTO GARCIA 
AV. AMAZONAS 1023 Y PINTO 
TEL/FAX: 593-2-541543 
MAIL: P.O. BOX 17-07-9633 
QUITO — ECUADOR 
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Central & South America 
Mexico & USA 


Small Group Adventures for the 
Independent Traveler 


Bolivian Explorer 
10 Days from Lima to La Paz. 


Inca Trail 
15 Days from Lima including the 
Amazon & Machu Picchu 


Amazon & Inca Adventure 
22 Days from Lima to La Paz, 
exploring Peru & Bolivia 


Costa Rica Discovery 
14 Days from San Jose 


All accommodation included 
No single supplement 


Call for a free color brochure 
1-800-TREK-USA 
1-800-873-5872 

or visit our website at 
www.americanadventures.com 
email: amadlax@aol.com 


JOURNEY INTO THE ECUATORIAL 
RAINFOREST OF EASTERN ECUADOR, 
AND EXPLORE THE DIVERSITY OF THIS 
ENCHANTED WORLD—A BIOLOGICAL 
TREASURE CHEST, HOME TO AN 
INCREDIBLE ARRAY OF PLANTS, 
ANIMALS, INSECTS, AND BIRDS, MANY 
OF THEM NOT YET CLASSIFIED. 


WE ALSO OFFER TRIPS TO: 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, COAST, THE 
ANDEAN REGION, INDIAN MARKETS, 
ETC. 


IN THE U.S.A: 
YALE METZGHER 
1102 C STREET 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 
TEL/FAX: (907) 277-7245 
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Kelly and Enric 
Motorcycle Trip 


www. kellyenric.com 

Five maybe ten years ago if you 
were driving to South American 
you’d turn to the SAE as the best 
and almost only source of up-to- 
date reliable information. 

Times are changing. 

fis we speak the adventuresome 
Kelly and Enric are motorcycling 
North on an epic 4 month trip 
through South America. Did this in- 
trepid couple come to South Ameri- 
can Explorers for sage counsel be- 
fore setting out on their hazardous 
odyssey? Do they look to us now as 
the exclusive fount of priceless in- 
formation on road conditions, ban- 
dit sightings, foul weather, rabid 
canines, coups and revolutions, lo- 
cal vipers etc? Do they depend on 
us for instant bulletins and adviso- 
ties? Alas no. 

The truth is we wouldn’t even 
know the whereabouts of Kelly and 
Enric if they didn’t update their 
website almost hourly (a slight ex- 
aggeration) Worse, far from dis- 
pensing life-saving advice to this 
daring duo we’ve been reduced to 
the humble role of referring info- 
seeking members to their webpage 
for the latest news. 

Well so much for our bruised 
feelings. The fact is 
www. kellyenric.com is about as 
good as it gets when it comes to 
webpages. It’s a jolly little site, 
nicely put together and chock full 
of useful information, starting 
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with a very complete packing list, 
and going on to a projected itiner- 
ary complete with map and ex- 
pected dates of arrival. There is 
even a shot of their mascot, Troya 
the elephant strapped to the front 
of a motorcycle like a figurehead 
on a mighty clipper ship. More? Well 
there is a Spanish version, lots of 
photos each captioned in detail. 
Feel like corresponding with Kelly 
or Enric? You can do that too at 
least up until May 3ist when the 
trip ends. 


The Funky Fish Ecuador 
Guide 


www. qni.com/~mj/index. html 

Are we miffed that this site, 
which reports to be “dedicated to 
augmenting the tourist trade of 
Ecuador,” makes absolutely no 
mention of South American Explor- 
ers or it’s equally illustrious maga- 
zine? Certainly not. However, such 
a glaring omission makes one pon- 
der. We expect improvement in the 
future but, for now, the site does 
provide useful information on 
Spanish schools, tour companies, 
it’s own publication and business 
opportunities. 


Birds in Suriname 


www1.nhl.nl/~ribot/english/introd.htm 

Sure you know the birds in your 
own backyard, maybe your state, 
or conceivably your whole country, 
but do you know the birds of 


Suriname? Well, it’s not too late. 
Go to this site and you'll see 8 
pages of birds in living color. More? 
You bet there’s info on the 20 most 
common species and the most en- 
dangered birds. Even better you 
can listen to the sounds of these 
rare fowl and dawdle over detailed 
check lists and distribution maps 
as you learn the local name of each 
feathered friend. 


SRE 


AllHerb.com 


It was a brilliant idea to hire a 
shaman(tribal healer and herbalist) 
from the Amazonian rainforest of 
Peru to answer questions about 
medicinal remedies. That’s what 
attracted our attention to this site 
in the first place and disposed us 
to bring it to your attention. 
Clearly we waited too long. When 
we recently clicked on this site for 
the latest news in the world of 
herbs what did we find? All Herb 
has gone to herbal heaven. It’s 
true if you don’t believe us click on 
AllHerb.com. An attractive young 
woman pops up with the message 
“Our site is closed. Thank you for 
being our friends. We are proud...” 
Amazing. Here we thought herbs 
were booming. Maybe they were 
pedaling the wrong leaf. Need 
herbs bad? You can still talk to 
someone at All Herb by dialing 1- 
877- ALLHERB 


FSS ee eT 
Amazon Road 


www.amazonroad.com 


“Free accommodation as you 
travel the road.” Sort of grabs your 
attention doesn’t it? Well as you 
read on, it’s not quite the deal you 
dream of. Essentially it boils down 
to this —if you’re an established, 
talented writer taking a journey 
that’s pretty certain to attract 
national or even better interna- 
tional media coverage, well then, 
this outfit will consider you for full 
sponsorship and shell out for your 
hotel. Not the deal of the century 
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when you come to think about it. 
As a matter of fact I think we 
could cough up for a flophouse 
here and there if your attracting 
all that media coverage. 

Not feeling all that established 
or talented? It’s ok. If you post 
updates about where you are, 
where you’re heading and what ad- 
ventures you’re having, you may 
still qualify for free accommoda- 
tion if there is any available where 
you are. 


Banana Travel 


www. Bananatravel.com 


Write a story, get a trip. 

That’s what they say anyway. Ac- 
tually it’s a raffle. Here’s how it 
works: submit an article and you 
get 100 points, submit a travel 
hint—25 points, send a postcard—5 
points. For each point you get your 
name is entered in the contest. 
Eventually they draw a name and 
voild you lose. That’s right you’ve 
written a whole article for nothing. 
Of course you might win, but be 
serious, have you ever won a 
raffle? I mean ever? No. Nobody 
has and you won’t either. Just for- 
get about it. 


Global Freeloaders 
www. globalfreeloader.com 


Freeloaders are a bad lot and 
global freeloaders, we suspect, 
are the same ilk. Here’s the idea 
dreamed up by a 21-year old Aus- 
tralian: you put up some global 
freeloaders and later, you in turn 
get to sponge off them. What a 
deal! Sounds good huh? Especially 
if you can pick the lock on the 
fridge or make off with the silver- 
ware. The possibilities are limit- 
less. Of course some of the time 
you’ve got to host a lot of riff 
raff. And with an accomplished 
freeloader it’s a major problem 
getting them to get out. Still it’s 


free to register and if you actually 
do play host and escape getting 
stabbed in your bed, you’ll have 
stories to tell forever. 


ERIS TL a SP 
Passport Problems Solved 
ttp://www. travel v/ 


Need a false passport to stiff 
creditors and evade child support? 
That’s another site we can talk 
about later. This site is for solid 
citizens and volunteers of faith- 
based organizations. You never 
know when you’ll need passport in- 
formation and here, as you might 
suspect, is the source. Download 
application forms, check out visa 
requirements, order your birth cer- 
tificate etc. If it has to do with 
passports, it’s all here. 


Virtual Tourist 
www. virtualtourist.com 

If you’re a member of South 
American Explorers you already be- 
Jong to o community. But let’s sup- 
pose that’s not enough. Let’s say 
you want to belong to another 
community, that you’re a commu- 
nity junkie. Well here’s your 
chance. We joined Virtual Tourist 
ourselves. For the record we’re 
number 127721. So what do we get 
for joining? All sorts of good infor- 
mation, the chance to virtually 
meet travelers, have virtual friends 
and feel virtually virtuous. Lots of 
good information on currencies, 
time zones, travel warnings, travel 
insurance and more. You also get 
to post your own tips and rate 
trips, hotels etc. Check it out. 


Sustainable Development 
and the Americas Index 


://www. txinfi m/mader/e 


otrave i ml 


All things considered, we’ve 
found sustainable development 
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preferable to unsustainable devel- 
opment. Ron Mader must think the 
same, for he has compiled the fol- 
lowing annotated index of relevant 
websites showcasing institutional 
work and other useful resources in 
the field of Sustainable Develop- 


ment. 
ESRI 
Freighter 


The days of hopping a freighter 
and chipping rust as you travel for 
free are over. It’s true you can still 
catch a freighter but it’s going to 
cost you. How much? Take the 
cheapest—the Katrin S in Miami and 
steam off to the Dominican Repub- 
lic, Aruba, Curacao, Venezuela and 
back for $1238 provided you'll will- 
ing to share a double room. Add 
$220 for taxes, fees and deviation 
insurance. Not cheap but check 
out the other listing for South/ 
Central America. 


QIXO (Quest for 
Impossibly eXcellent 
Offers) 


www. gixo.com 

There is nothing worse than 
booking a ticket somewhere only 
to find out somebody else got the 
same deal for half price. It leads 
to “fare rage” and has resulted in 
more than one brutal yet deserved 
murder. To avoid “fare rage,” click 
QIX0, and compare airfares from 
the thirteen top travel websites in- 
cluding Travelocity, Expedia, 
CheapTickets, OneTravel, 
Travelscape, United, America West 
and Southwest. It’s a great idea 
but it didn’t work to well for us. 
The cheapest fare we could see for 
New York/Lima/Lima New York was 
$818. We’ve found cheaper. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


CLASSIFIEDS: Ads for Issue 65 must be 
received by September 1, 2001. You must send 
payment (check drawn on U.S. bank, or Visa, 
MasterCard, or Discover number and 


expiration date) with copy. 
GUIDES 


WANT TO GO CLIMBING? The 
ECUADORIAN ALPINE INSTITUTE has over 
18 years of climbing experience. 10% SAE 
discount. Check out our webpage: 


volcanoclimbing.com (QC) 

CLIMBING ECUADOR The most inexpensive 
climbing company with certified guides. We 
offer only the best service and equipment. 
www.moggely.com Tel: 02-554-984. 4X$ 


transport. SAE members 10% discount. (QC) 
HOTELS, LODGING 


Gringo BillS Hostal, Restaurant and Bar Calle 
Colla Raymi 104, Machu Picchu Pueblo, 
Cusco, Peru Telfax: 084211046, Email: 
gringobills@yahoo.com, Web: 
www.machupicchuperu.com. (66) 

The New PLAZA FRANCIA INN Pension, 
Lima. Tel:(511)330.6080, address Rufino 
Torrico 1117. Very Clean dorm rooms with 
shared hot showers at US$7/night. Lonely 
Planet 2000 edition page 136. Also single, 
matrimonial, and double available. 10% off for 
advance reservations. Airport pick-up arranged 
on request so to be met personally at the 
airport by our driver with a sign. Email; 
franciasquareinn@yahoo.com Web page: 


www.incacountry.com (LC) 

EXPLORERS INN, Tambopata Nature Reserve, 
Puerto Maldonado, Peru. Over 595 species of 
birds, 1200+ butterflies, 149 dragonflies. For 
Information and reservations, contact Peruvian 
Safaris, Alcanfores 459, Miraflores, Lima. 
Tel:(511)447.8888 Fax (511) 241.8427 (LC) 


CLOSE TO SAE LIMA, family run Hostel 
Iquique. Friendly staff, comfortable rooms, use 
of kitchen facilities. Airport pick-ups available 
from $10. Special rates for groups and SAE 
members. Single room, $7.50, $11 with bath. 
Double room $9.50, $15 with bath. Shared 
rooms, $3. Jr. Iquique 758, Lima 5, Peru. 
Telefax: (511)433.4724, Tel: (511) 

423.3699. http://barrioperu.com.pe/hiquique, 


Email hiqique@terra.com.pe (LC 

CASA MOJANDA, Mountainside Inn and 
Farm is nestled in the countryside 10 minutes 
from Otavalo. Adobe cottages, beautiful views, 
organic garden, Gourmet home-cooked meals, 
horseback riding, hiking to the cloud forest, 
lakes or waterlalls, extensive library and 
Japanese Style hot tub, Family owned and 


operated. 593-9-731-737. 
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mojanda@uio.telconet.net, 
www.casamojanda.com Discount for SAE 
members. (QC) 


JOHNNY'S LODGING HOUSE-Caamano 145 
y Colon, Quito, Ecuador. Rooms with hot 
showers, communal kitchen, washer and 
dryer, TV and sun terrace. Quiet neighborhood 
near buses and supermarket. Single $5.00, 
double $6.00. Tel:521-974 (64) 


BRAZIL RAINFOREST. Scottish and Brazilian 


family run Cape Cod country inn 
(stay@overlookinn.com) and Amazon 
rainforest jungle lodge 
(swallows@internext.com.br) with riverboat 
tours. Trekking, canoeing, wildlife, 
homecooking. Visit www.overlookinn.com 
508-255-1886 (67) 


Per issue rate for classified ads: 
LIFE MEMBERS: Free first 25 words 
OTHER MEMBERS: 
Non-commercial: $10 first 25 words 
Commercial: $30 first 25 words 
NONMEMBERS: 
Non-commercial: $20 first 25 words 
Commercial: $40 first 25 words 
Each additional word $.50 


Note: E-mail addresses and 
international phone numbers count 
as 2 words. All classifieds currently 


running will expire with 
Issue number that appears ot the 
end of the ad, e.g. (64) 


Ads for Issue 65 must be prepaid 
and received by September 1, 2001 


CULTURA RESERVATION CENTRE, Quito: A 
group of independent hotel owners with a 
variety of beautiful places around Ecuador in 
one central office. Tel/Fax: 5932 558889. 
Email: info@ecuadortravel.com (QC) 


BLACK SHEEP INNecological lodge located in 
the heart of the Andes. Great day hiking, treks, 
horseback riding, gourmet vegetarian food, 
organic gardens, clean air and bright stars. 
Close to Laguna Quilotoa, Rio Toachi Canyon, 
cloud forest and indigenous markets. Three 
hours from Latacunga. For information: Tel: 
5933814587. Email: info@blacksheepinn.com 


or www.blacksheepinn.com. (QC) 

CAFE CULTURA: In QuitoEnglish owned 
hotel: beautiful colonial house centrally located 
in new part of town (Robles y Reina Victoria). 
24 bedrooms, all with private bathroom. 
Logfires/garden/lots of atmosphere. Café serves 


our famous breakfasts, lunch, and English 
cream teas. Tel/Fax: 5932224271. Email: 
info@cafecultura.com; Web: 
www.cafecultura.com.(QC) 


OTAVALO, ECUADOR. Ali Shungu, Hotel/ 
Restaurant. Hacienda-like setting, 4 blocks 
from Indian Market, 16 rooms, 2 family 
apartments, Fireplace, Garden, Patio, 
Mountain Views, Hummingbirds, Friendly 
Service. Gourmet Vegetarian and International 
Meals. Shuttle Bus from Quito, Tour 
Information. American owned. Call 593-6- 
920750. Write: Casilla 34, Otavalo. Email: 
alishngu@uio.telconet.net Visit our website 


atwww.alishungu.com (QC) 

CHURUP GUEST HOUSE, Huaraz, Peru. 
Friendly, family run hostel. Laundry, storage, 
kitchen facilities. English spoken, climbing 
and trekking info, bus station pick-ups. Rooms 
from $4-$6. Tel: (51.44)722.584 Address: Jr. 


Pedro Campos #735 (LC) 

PENSION JOSE LUIS. Cozy apartments in a 
private house. Family atmosphere with 
independence. Cooking and laundry facilities, 
safe, nice and quiet location, 10 minutes from 
the center of Miraflores: Francisco de Paula 
Ugarriza #727 San Antonio, Miraflores 18. 
English speaking owner. Rooms with private 
bath, hot water 24 hours. Cable TV, public 
phone, fax, email. SAE discount $9/night. 
Breakfast and tax included. Reservations: 
Tel:(511)444.1015 Fax: (511) 446.7177 Web 


Page: Email: hsjluis@terra.com.pe (LC) 
CASA ELENA, Cusco, SAE Recommended, 
one block from SAE Cusco, close to market. 
Family Style, Free breakfast, hot water, 
kitchen, cable TV. $10/night. Reservations 
preferred. Tel/Fax: 51.84.231.363 Email: 


Chemin@terra.com.pe (LC) 

HOSTEL DE LAS ARTES, Lima. Dutch owned, 
from $6.50, near SAE, airport pick-ups. Jr 
Chota 1460, Lima. Tel:511.433.0031 


artes@terra.com.pe, (LC) 

FRIENDS HOUSE in Lima, SAE discount $5/ 
person. A charming place to accommodate 
you. Family atmosphere, near the ocean in 
Miraflores, breakfast, hot shower. Jr. Manco 
Capac 368, Miraflores (between the 9th & 
10th blocks of Ave. Larco), Tel: 
051.1.446.6248 Email: 


POSADA DEL PARQUE. Charming house in 
safe area. Highly recommended as excellent 
value. Parque Hernan Velarde No. 60, Santa 
Beatriz, Lima 1. Fax (511)332.6927 email: 
monden@terra.com.pe 10% discount SAE. 
(LC) 
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MARFIL GUEST HOUSE, Lima. Cozy family 
run hostel located near the SAE. Kitchen and 
laundry facilities; cable TV, travel information. 
Spanish lessons available. Parque Ayacucho 
126 (between the 3“ and 4" blocks of Bolivar), 
Pueblo Libre. Tel: (511) 463.3161 Email; 


yma25@yahoo.com (LC) 
LANGUAGE 


“Beraca” Spanish School-Study and learn 
Spanish in beautiful historic “Quito Colonial” 


or in “Quito Moderno.” We offer one to one 
instruction with qualified and experienced 
native instructors. U.S. $4.00 per hour, 
includes free laundry, fresh coffee, book 
exchange. Recommended by the South 
American Handbook 2000. 10% SAE 
discount. Amazonas 11-14 y Pinto, Quito- 
Ecuador. www.webjump.com or email: 
beraca@interactive.net.ec 


Cuenca City is recommended for students 
from all over the world and linguistics experts 
to learn Spanish. “Equinoccial” is the best 
language school in Cuenca, Address; Luis 
Cordero 9-32. Phone: (593-7) 834-758. E- 
mail; eee@cue.satnet.net Website: 


Ie yu CRRL CCS ROS 
THE BEST PRICE FOR PRIVATE SPANISH 
LESSONS! Private or group classes with native 
Spanish speakers in beautiful Arequipa, Peru. 
For info (on classes, food, lodging, and 
excursions) call Rocio Oporto at ++51-54- 
286929 or +4+51-54-694582, post mail: La 
Perlita 103, Arequipa, Peru. Email: 
claro@unsa.edu.pe Read more about us 
at:www.unsa.edu.pe/pp/claro 5% discount for 
SAE members. (64) 


DO YOU WANT TO SPEAK SPANISH? Take 
private lessons in Lima-Peru, lots of experience 
and recommended in Lonely Planet and 
Footprint Guidebooks. Contact: Patty Felix 
Telephone: 521-2559 / 921-1614 E-mail: 


patty_fel24@yahoo.com (LC) 
PUBLICATIONS, MAPS, 
VIDEOS, MUSIC 


Forgotten VILCABAMBA. Vince Lees new 515 
page book is about the turbulent history and 
difficult exploration of Manco Inca’; lost 
redoubt. Signed copies include 48 color 
photos + 60 pages of maps and drawings and 
are available for $35 (P&H inc) from the 
author at; sixpacmanco@compuserve.com or 
Box 174, Cortez, CO 81321 (68) 


TRANSITIONS ABROAD MAGAZINE, 
America’s #1 Guide to international work, 
living, study, and independent travel. 20th 
year. $24.95/six issues. Call for a FREE sample 
issue. (800) 2930373. (TR) 


THE BLOOMSBURY REVIEW, a Book 
Magazine for discriminating readers. Reviews, 
interviews, essays, poetry, and more. Send $18 
for 8 issues (one year), or $3.50 for a sample 
copy to: The Bloomsbury Review, 1762 
Emerson St, Denver, CO 802181012 USA. 
(TR) 


CENTER FOR ARCHAEOASTRONOMY Box 
X, College Pk, MD 20740. Journal with news, 
expedition reports, articles, reviews, — - 
conference reports. $20/yearperson, $30/. 
yearinstitutions. Outside US add $3 postage. 
(TR) 


RESEARCH 


SMALL GROUP ADVENTURES for the 
independent traveler in Peru, Bolivia, and 
Coast Rica. All transportation and 
accommodation provided. AmeriCan 
Adventures & Roadrunner. Call 1-800-TREK- 
USA www.americanadventures.com (65) 


TRIPS 


GUATEMALA cultural excursion June 1-15. 
Visit native markets, remote Mayan villages, 
hike verdant mountains, swim in hot springs, 
explore colonial ruins: only $1420. CUBA trip 
later in the summer. Details: http:// 


www.public.usit.net/rfinch/rutahsa, huml 
Contact Dr. Ric Finch, 299Allen Hollow Rd., 
Cookeville, TN 38501 (67) 


AL SAFARI TOURS. Jeeps for adventures. 
Custommade expeditions or join one of our 
groups for hiking, llama trekking, camping etc. 
Ecuador’ biggest and best climbing company. 
Full logistic support for your own expeditions. 
Tel: 18004348182. Fax 5932220426. Email 
admin@safari.com.ec (QC) 


SMALL GROUP ADVENTURES for the 
independent traveler in Peru, Bolivia, and 
Coast Rica. All transportation and 
accommodation provided. AmeriCan 
Adventures & Roadrunner. Call 1-800-TREK- 
USA www.americanadventures.com (65) 


FERTUR PERU, Lima. Tour and travel agent. 
Tourist information, package tours, 
international and domestic flights, excursions, 
reconfirmations, great prices and student 
discounts. Close to SAE Lima office. Tel: 
(511)427.1958 Email: 


fertur@correo.denet.com.pe (LC) 
PANTIACOLLA TOURS, Manu National 
Reserve. Visit one of the worlds most 
fascinating natural reserves. Five, seven, and 
nine day tours leaving from Cusco almost 
daily. Quailty guides, english spoken, friendly 
service, Email pantiac@mail.cosapidata.com. pe 
Phone (51.84)238.323 (LC) 


ETCETERA 


THE SAE jis hosting a Miles Drive to 
accumulate flight credits for club managers in 
South America. Donations of miles will allow 
our hardworking volunteers to see their 
families and drink tap water (and good beer). 
each year, Please email saelima@terra.com.pe if 
you have miles on Delta, Continental, or 
American Airlines. Each donation is 
appreciated and donors will be mentioned in 
the Lima Club News! 


IN WELCOMING THE NEW YEAR and 
beyond, we are offering a free airport transfer 
to any member who would be willing and able 
to bring a handcarry for the club from the 
United States to Peru or Ecuador. 
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WE NEED NEWS! Just about to toss out that 
New York Times as you get off your plane in 
Quito, Lima or Cusco? What about that old 
Newsweek you've already read? Don't throw it 
away! Our Clubhouses in South America need 
news from abroad! (CL) 


DESPERATELY SEEKING COPIER and 
WASHING MACHINE. Got a Xerox 
photocopier kicking around? trading in your 
old washer for a new one? Care to make a 
donation to help us out? Please contact the 


Lanuaiolticeat, saelima@terra.com.pe (CL) 5 
Cusco volunteers are working like crazy to 
develop the latest SAE clubhouse, check out 
our web page for updated information. All 
donations (cash, stash, pennies or pounds, 
stationery, sweeties, swag and stuff) very much 
appreciated! Just ask us what we need, and 


help develop YOUR clubhouse! 


And, please, we need Handcarries from the 
U.S., to our clubhouses in Peru and Ecuador! 
Handcarries allow us to keep books and maps 
in stock at the clubhouses. If you think you 
can help, please contact our Ithaca office at 
explorer@samexplo.org. Warm thanks! 


abroad view 


www.abroadviewmagazine.com 


* unpretentious, in-depth and 
inspiring travel content 


e feature articles and captivating 
photos covering a wealth of 
countries and communities 


e cultural, environmental, 
historical, political and 
social issues 


® tips, stories and useful travel 
info from fellow travelers 


IWRITE FOR AV, SUBSCRIBE TO AV! 
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Born in 
Blood 
and Fire 


dohn Charles Chasteen 


W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 
2001 


352 pages, hardback, $26.95 


Before you go to South America, 
read this book for the historical per- 
spective on what you will find when 
you arrive, In its concise, yet pan- 
oramic view of Latin American history, 
Born in Blood and Fire examines 20 
countries over six centuries, focusing 
on periods of colonialism, indepen- 
dence, political and economic reform, 
nationalism, dictatorship and liberal- 
ism. 


The author, a professor of history 
at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, begins with the first Span- 
ish and Portuguese encounters with 
the indigenous peoples of Central and 
South America. He argues that these 
initial meetings created patterns of so- 
cial domination that continue to exert 
a strong influence on the region. Next 
he discusses the African slave trade 
(Cuba, he says, received more slaves 
than the entire U.S.) and the resulting 
creation of multi-ethnic societies. 


The fall of the Aztec and Inca em- 
pires marked the birth of Spanish 
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America. Born in 
Blood and Fire ex- 
amines the three 
centuries of colo- 
nial rule that fol- 
lowed. The author 
details the econom- 
ics of gold, silver 
and sugar that 
dominated the re- 
gion and traces the 
complex interplay 
between Christian- 
ity, the religions of the African slaves 
and those of the indigenous groups. 
He also touches on the sporadic re- 
volts and rebellions that challenged 
colonial rule and ultimately led to a 
period of revolution. 


According to the author, however, 
the revolutionary fervor stemmed not 
from the notions of liberty and equal- 
ity, but rather from the native-born 
whites who were more interested in 
assuming the power of the colonial 
occupiers than in changing the eco- 
nomic and social order. After the revo- 
lutionaries rallied the masses to oust 
the Spanish, independence did almost 
nothing to alter the fundamental in- 
equalities in Latin American society. 


Instead, the industrial revolu- 
tion of the late 19" century became 
the main spur toward political 
progress, according to the author. 
European and U.S. industrialists 
viewed Latin America as a vast mar- 
ket for manufactured goods and a 
source for raw materials and agri- 
cultural products. Following a del- 
uge of international capital invest- 
ment, the educated elite in Latin 
America raced to refashion them- 
selves in the image of the liberal 
economic superpowers: the U.S., 
England and France. But, as the au- 
thor argues, progressive reform and 
free market capitalism led to the neo- 
colonial abuses of the large multi- 
national corporations, such as those 
dominating the fruit business. 


By 1960, the population of 
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Latin America had reached over 200 
million, but accounted for only two 
percent of U.S. international aid. The 
Cuban revolution changed all that. 
Suddenly, as a new cold war battle- 
ground against communism, Latin 
America enjoyed alliances between 
U.S. military and Latin American 
armed forces that encouraged the for- 
mation of military governments, such 
as the juntas in Brazil, Argentina and 
Uruguay, and other dictatorships, such 
as that of General Augusto Pinochet 
in Chile. 


With the end of the cold war, by 
1990, nationalism had become the 
wave of the past, to be replaced by lib- 
eralism which filled the ideological 
vacuum following the decline in Marx- 
ism and the military dictatorships 
formed in reaction. Neoliberalism, as 
the author calls it, emphasizes free 
trade and export production. Yet de- 
spite the current influx of capital and 
technology, poverty remains rife, race 
relations remain strained and the en- 
vironment remains under siege. 


As the author points out, history 
repeats itself, but never exactly. 


—Martin Himmelfarb 


! Is 
A CONCISE HISTORY OF | 
LATIN AMERICA 


Inca Empire: Scenic Calendar 
for 2001 
Wright Water Engineers 


An award-winning monthly calendar 
with vibrant color photographs of Pisac, 
terraces, ceremonial fountains, the gate 
of Machu Picchu, megalithic stone 
walls and more. A perfect gift for 
deserving friends and loved ones. 
$13.50 [Members $11.50] Item #112 


The South American 
Explorers Club Historical 
Video Series 


Peru Video 


Lonely Planet 


Climb an Andean glacier 10,000 feet 
above sea level, witness the spectacular 


Inti Raymi sun festival, trek to Machu 
Picchu, eat piranha on an Amazon river 
trek, and marvel at the mysterious 
Nasca Lines. 

$19.95 [Members $18.95] Item #605 


Wheels Across the Andes: The 
Armand Denis Expedition 
SAEC Historical Video Two 


A classic documentary account of 
1940's South American exploration. 
Partly sponsored by the Chrysler 
Corporation. to show the durability of 
their trucks, the Armand Denis 
exepdition fords rivers and climbs 
mountains throughout Ecuador and 
Peru. Their final destinaton: Bolivia, 
where they film local festivals and 
conduct high-altitude research in 
human physiology. 30 minutes. List 
price 

Sale $15.95, Item #602 


Peru Information Packet 

Here crammed onto twenty or so pages 
is everything the Club thinks you ought 
to know about, travel safety, exchange 
rates, what to do to avoid robbery, 
popular hikes and climbs, places to 
Visit, etc. 

$6.50 [Members $4.50] Item #52 


Cusco & Machu Picchu 


Information Packet 

Thank you, members, thank you for all 
the unstinting praise you’ve lavished on 
the Club’s one-and-only Cusco & 
Machu Picchu Information Packet. Just 
as you say, it’s all here: history, when to 
go, how to get there, safety, altitude 
sickness, communication, markets, 
lodging, cafés, villages in the Sacred 
Valley, renting cars, getting to Machu 
Picchu, hiking, tour companies, 
recommended reading. And that’s just 
for starters. 

$20.00 ( non-members get $10 credit if 
they join) [Members $4.50] Item #59 
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Peru Handbook 
Alan Murphy (Footprint Hand- 
books) 


This 1999 edition comes in a new, easy- 
to-access format. Rates hotels (in every 
price range), excursions, tour compa- 
nies, restaurants, language schools, 
nightclubs, medical services, places to 
shop. Includes safety warnings, 
historical sidebars, great maps—an 
excellent guide written by those who 
know the county. Highly recom- 
mended. 

$17.95 [Members $16.95] Item #126 


Peter Frost 
EXPLORING 


Snesuytrativh + Machy 
> Viltabambs 
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Exploring Cusco 
Peter Frost 


This is the best little guide to the 
Imperial Capital with an abundance of 
information on the Inca Trail, 
Vilcabamba, local markets, archaeologi- 
cal sites, restaurants, and everything 
else you might want to see. A Club 
favorite for many years. Latest edition. 
$14.00 [Members $12.00] Item #54 


MACHU PICCHU TIGIORICAL SANCTUARY 


a 
CISCO DERI 
tye t ¥ 


Machu Picchu Historical 
Sanctuary 
Peter Frost 


A memorable collection of photographs 
and detailed maps of Machu Picchu, 
the Inca Trail, and the Cusco region. 
Frost has brought together a wealth of 
historical material, essays and observa- 
tions. A Blue Ribbon list of contributors 
includes Martin Chambi, Heinz Plenge, 
and Johan Reinhard. Unique chapters 
on the ornithology and orchids of 
Machu Picchu. A beautiful book, 
gracefully written. A companion piece 
to Frost's widely acclaimed Exploring 
Cusco. Paperback, 64 pages. $ 

20.00 [Members $18.00] Item #380 
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Peru: A Travel Survival Kit 
2000" 
Rob Rachowiecki (Lonely Planet) 


Here is all you need to know to walk 
the Inca Trail, scale the high Andes, 
boat the azure waters of Lake Titicaca, 
appreciate the exquisite detail of 
colonial architecture, or navigate the 
headwaters of the Amazon. Recom- 
mended. 

$17.95 [Members $16.95] Item #137 


SOUTH AMERICA 


Quechua 
phrasebook 


a 
4 


Quechua Phrasebook 
Ronald Wright (Lonely Planet) 


Covers the dialect spoken in Cusco, 
Peru. Many useful phrases. Approxi- 
mately 96 pages. 

$4.95 [Members $3.95] Item #365 
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Tambo: Life in an Andean 
Village 


Julia Meyerson 


Ms. Meyerson’s account of her year 
with a Quecchua family is an insider's 
view narrated with skill, assurance, and 
genuine warmth that reveals the 
traditional world of Andean women 
and examines one woman’ process of 
acculturation. See our book review in 
Issue #27 of the South American 

lorer. 
$18.95 [Members $16.95] Item #256 


The Peru/Cusco 
Traveler’s Bundle 


The savvy traveler's list of essential 
background reading and viewing to 
make the Peru journey the best ever. 
All books and tapes carefully selected 
and screened by a team of Peru 
aficionados and guaranteed (well not 
exactly guaranteed) to expand your 
Andean horizons. 

So buy your Bundle now because there 
won't be a deal like this again this 
century. 


Here's what you get: 


Machu Picchu 2001 Calendar 


Peru Handbook 
(Lonely Planet) 
Tambo:Life in an Andean 
Village 
Wheels Across the Andes video 
Inca Trail Map 
Archaeological Map of 
Machu Picchu 
Peru Information Packet 
Cusco Information Packet 
South American Explorer 
T-Shirt 


$100.00 [Members $75.00] 
Includes Shipping 


Look closely at the maps on this page. Then try to get one from 
Amazon.com. You can’t! Why? Because members of South Ameri- 
can Explorers handcarry these maps back from various secret 
(0.K., forget the secret) locations in South America, so we’re 
one of the very few and sometimes the only source for these 
maps in the U.S. You want a map of Yanahuanca that could well 
mean the difference between life and death when you’re hoof- 


Hiking and climbing in Ecuador and Peru? Not sure what topos you’ll 
need? Take a look at our web site at www.samexplo.org, call us at 
607-277-0488, or e-mail us at explorer@samexplo.org. To order, see page 63. 


Pintag SALE .....sseceseeees 
Cayambe ......-..-:0-10--+--000 x 
Peru Maps A 
Peru Road Map ......-.-+...20-+ 
Lima City Map ........ 
Cusco Tourist Guide .. 


ing about the Cordillera Huayhuash? Well, you better talk to US, — Mfachn Picchu Colon Site Map ( erchutclogieae: em, 9503 
not Amazon.com, not BarnesandNoble. com. Us, South American — Nazca Limes Map svve-ssssseesssssessssesneseessnseseeeee 9,00....... 7.00... #619 
Explorers, your friendly U.S. map distributor. Get it? New Inca Trail .<...sss-...sscsecssvatttessou sonstaepreatsetoss 9.00 ...... 7.00... #794 
: Peru Department Maps 1:600,000/1:200,000 
Amazonas (Chachapoyas, Rio Marafion) ..... 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #630 
Non-Member Price/Member Price/Item Number = Ancash (Huaraz, Cordillera Blanca) ............. 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #631 
Apurimac (Abancay, Rio Apurimac) ............. 12.00 .... 10.00... #632 
SOUTH AMERICA (1:15,000,000) «..........+. : Arequipa (Cotahuasi, Colca Canyon)........... 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #633 
Northwest Sheet (1:4,000,000) ... cis Ayacucho (Rio Apurimac) ............... 12.00 .... 10.00... #634 
Northeast Sheet (1:4,000,000)... Cusco (Rio Urubamba .........1.:000+-+0+- .. 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #636 
Southern Sheet (1:4,000,000) we... Huancavalica (Rio Mantaro) SALE «+..sssseses++ 8.00 ...... 8.00 ... #637 
ARGENTINA (Road Map, 1:4, 000 ,000) 5m Junin (Rio Tambo, Huancayo, La Merced) ... 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #640 
Aconcagua Topo (American Alpine Club)... 7.00 , La Libertad (Trujillo) SALE ....s.cesseseeeseeeeeee 8.00 ...... 8.00 ... #641 
Tierra del Fuego (1 750, RYOO) | Seoererers opdivevesves 9.95 ...... 8.95... #402. Lambay, (Chiclayo) SALE ....sseseseeeeeseees 8.00 ...... 8.00 ... #642 
Patagonia (1:2,300, 000) Sheet Oo As Sompegml BA Joy #578 Lima (Batra BC FAAS AZ) nics es osucansvatoxsacsseestors 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #643 
Valdez Peninsula (1:275, 000) SALE ........66. 12.95 .... 12.95... #561 Loreto (I uitos, Rio Amazonas) ..........::-0-++ 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #644 
Monte Fitz Roy, & nie Dios\(Manu, Rio Tambopata) ....... 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #645 
Cerro Torre G0, 000) SALE ....sccccseesseeee 12.95 .... 12.95... #562" Vloquegus neral Sanchez Cerro) SALE ..... 5.00 ...... 5.00 ... #646 
BOLIVIA (1: ,000) ... 11.00... 10.00... #581 Pasco ana) AS soonest ovtrssdesssee 05.00 ...... 5.00 ... #647 
Cordillera Real Map (1535:000) coneosdsscsysves 11.00 .... 10.00.....#55 Piura (Huancabamba)'s eeee 5.00 ...... 5.00 ... #648 
Cochabamba Qiiapticis.:....s.ccessnsessssssssessvesssvssasses T2DO ie 5.50...#404 Pumo (Lake TitiCaca) .12i.........csseseseseseseeseeeee 12.00 .... 10.00 ... #649 


Lake Titicaca .. 


Amazon Basin (1:4 000) 
Brasil Road Map (Quatr 
Rio de Janeiro SALE ..... 
Sao Paulo City Map ........4..:.-0---+4 Bot 
CHILE (Road Map, 1:2 600 000) whee 
Chile & Argentina Border: Aa 
Torres del Paine ees Map 
Carretera Austral (14, 
Patagonia (1:2,300, 3) 
Easter Island (1:30 000) .. ates 
Cuenca Tourist Plan..... 
Quito (1:12,500)........... 
Galapagos Pocket Guide .. 
Guayaquil Pocket Guide .. 
Otavalo Tourist Plan ........ 
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Chimborazo Guide SALE.......... 
Cuenca SALE .....secccccssecscveseee 
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abe Cruz Trail (1:80,000) ........ 8. 00 ...... 6.00... 


#626 
MOCOTISALC CZEE) rrsccsssacescaccsesatecobvonstsavssceceoases 12.00 .... 10.00... #658 
Orcapampa (31r) SALE ..... seer 5.00 ...... 5.00 ... #666 
Pomabanba (18i) SALE ......sccessecesccsesssesers 3:00 «0.4 5.00 ... #663 
Quillabamba (260) SALE ....cccccresesssseeeeeeees 3.00 .....- 5.00 ... #669 
esee 5-00 .....- 5.00 ... #659 
12.00 .... 10.00 ... #667 
8.00 ...... 6.00 ... #629 
ees 5.00) .5-.05 5.00 ... #660 
VENEZUELA (1:1,750,000) ..........cceseeeeseeeee 8.95 ...... 7.95 ...#710 
Nicaragua (1:750,000) .......... CSc 6.95 ... #789 
WESE nes SATE... .s.ccsseseveerenstheoceiccstorsceaeons 5.00 cones 5.00 ... #788 
sits 5.00 ... #410 

The Guianas (Guyana, Surinam, French Guiana) 
GALE cccsccccovcccsccsccvscssscseccececcscesscse 3-00 s:s:c- 5.00 ... #563 
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MEMBERSHIP 


oin the South American 

Explorers and receive 

all the benefits of Club 

membership, including 
four issues of the South 
American Explorer, use of 
the clubhouses, and dis- 
counts on books and 
maps! 


South American Explorers 
Membership Categories 


Regular ($50 individual, $75 couple): 
Benefits include a subscription to the 
South American Explorer (the quarterly 
journal of the Club), discounts on 
items in the catalog, a laminated ra- 
bid-bat-spittle-proof membership 
card, use of our information and trip 
planning services, storage for equip- 
ment and supplies at the Lima, Cusco, 
and Quito Clubhouses, and much 
more. A complete list of membership 
services is available upon request. 


Contributing ($80 individual, 
$125 couple): Contributing Mem- 
bers, as the name indicates, contrib- 
ute immeasurably to the general cheer 
and goodwill of their Club. For their 
generosity they receive a much cov- 
eted club t-shirt. 
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Supporting ($150): As the name 
implies, these Members are virtual 
pillars, generously supporting their 
Club in its heroic efforts. And, be- 
cause we know that Supporting Mem- 
bers always welcome a thoughtful to- 
ken of our appreciation, we offer 
these discerning individuals a book 
from our catalog. Finally, a Support- 
ing Member may also bestow two free 
gift subscriptions to the South Ameri- 
can Explorer at any time during the 
period of his/her membership. 


Life ($750): Our worthy Life Mem- 
bers receive all the benefits of Club 
Membership during their mortal tour 
of this planet. Esteemed Life Members 
are encouraged to choose any one of 
the large selection of books from our 
catalog. Asa final gesture of gratitude, 
Life Members will be sent copies of 
the last 15 issues of the South Ameri- 
can Explorer that are in print and ten 
free gift subscriptions that may be 
conferred at any time. 


Afterlife ($7500): As an Afterlife 
Member you will, of course, receive 
all the benefits bestowed upon Regu- 
lar, Contributing, Supporting, and 
Life Members. In addition, when you 
pass into the realm beyond, you will 
face eternity with serenity, assured of 
your Club's perpetual gratitude. You 
will know the true meaning of immor- 
tality as you return each year to pre- 
side at the annual Club bacchanal 
held in your honor. Imagine the envy 
of your fellow spirits when they wit- 
ness this outpouring of affection and 
devotion to your revered memory, a 
blessed dividend of immortality that 
might have been theirs had they but 
followed your sublime example and 
shown but a mote of your greatness 
of heart during their brief and point- 
less jigs upon the stage of life. 


For information 
about SAE or 
travel: 
60'7-2'7'7-0488 


To place an 
order: 
800-274-0568 
Monday-Friday, 
9am-Spm EST 


FAX (for orders 
or information): 
607-277-6122 
24 hours a day, 
565 days a year 


SOUTH AMERICAN EXPLORER 


POSTAGE & 
HANDLING 


Domestic Orders 
US $5 & under......... $2.00 
$6.01 to $18 ves $3.50 


$15.01 to $28......... $5.50 

$25.01 to $50 ......... $6.50 

$80.01 to $75 ......... $7.95 

$75.01 to $100....... $8.95 

$100.01 to $150 ..$10.95 

$150.01 to $200 .. $12.95 

$200.01 to $250 .. $14.95 

Over $280... $16.95 

NOTE: Do not include membership fee or sales 
tax when calculating postage and handling 
using above table. 

When shipping to more than one address, add 
$3.00 to Postage and Handling. For UPS 2nd 
Day, add $10.00 to postage. For Next Day air, 
add $20.00 to postage (continental U.S. only) 
Allow 7-14 days for delivery in the U.S. 


Foreign Orders 

If your order is to be sent outside the U.S. and 
you are paying by Visa or Mastercard, we will 
add the cost of airmail to your credit card. If 
you want, send your order, and we will advise 
you of the total cost plus postage charges so 
you can pay by check. Foreign checks and 
money orders must be in U.S. funds drawn on a 
bank with a U.S. office. 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 

are available in any denomination; U.S. $10.00 
minimum. Send a Gift Membership, merchan- 
dise, or free catalog to the person of your 
choice. Simply specify their name, address and 
the items you want shipped in the “Ship to” 
section at right. 


ORUER FORM 


Quantity Item # Item Name Price 


Subtotal 
8% Sales Tax (NY residents only) 
Postage and Handling 


Please check the appropriate boxes: 


7 New Address 
(I New Member or Subscriber 


[4 Renewing Membership #__ Membership 
[Don't exchange my name with Gift Membership 
other organizations 
TOTAL US $ 
BILL TO 
Name 
Address 


City/State/Zi 


Telephone 
SHIP TO 


City/State/Zi 


Telephone 
NOTE: UPS cannot deliver to P.0. boxes 


Visa/Discover/Mastercard (for orders of U.S. $15 or more) 
Number 


Expires Signature 


Or call 800-274-0568 or FAX 607-277-6122 


Send payment in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank to: 
South American Explorers, 126 Indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY, 14850, USA 


NUMBER 64, SUMMER 2001 


HERE’S WHAT YOu 
GET IN YOUR 
-PERU/CUSCO BUNDLE 


MACHU PICCHU: 
CALENDAR, — 

PERU HANDBOOK © 
TAMBO HISTORY 

INCA TRAIL MAP 
MACHU PICCHU MAP 
PERU INFO PACKET 
CUSCO PACKET | 
VIDEO-WHEELS ACROS 


WE Soni Mi KE ‘THIS AMAZING THE ANDES 
9 PERU-CUSCO OFFER AGAIN UNTIL 2096. SAE T-SHIRT 
so ACT NOW! 


SEE CORNERSTONE FOR DESCRIPTIONS AND TO CALCULATE YOUR 
NereeLe SAVINGS. (NO SUBSTITUTIONS ALLOWED) 


South American Explorers 
126 Indian Creek Road 
‘Ithaca, New York 14850 


Address Service Requested 


